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The Horror Film is an in-depth exploration of one of the most consistently
popular, but also most disreputable, of all the mainstream film genres. Since the
early 1930s there has never been a time when horror films were not being
produced in substantial numbers somewhere in the world and never a time when
they were not being criticised, censored or banned. The Horror Film engages
with the key issues raised by this most contentious of genres. It considers the
reasons for horror's disreputability and seeks to explain why despite this horror
has been so successful. Where precisely does the appeal of horror lie?

An extended introductory chapter identifies what it is about horror that makes the
genre so difficult to define. The chapter then maps out the historical development
of the horror genre, paying particular attention to the international breadth and
variety of horror production, with reference to films made in the United States,
Britain, Italy, Spain and elsewhere.

Subsequent chapters explore:

The role of monsters, focusing on the vampire and the serial killer.●

The usefulness (and limitations) of psychological approaches to horror.●

The horror audience: what kind of people like horror (and what do other people●

think of them)?
Gender, race and class in horror: how do horror films such as Bride of●

Frankenstein, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre and Blade relate to the social and
political realities within which they are produced?
Sound and horror: in what ways has sound contributed to the development of●

horror?
Performance in horror: how have performers conveyed fear and terror●

throughout horror's history?
1970s horror: was this the golden age of horror production?●

Slashers and post-slashers: from Halloween to Scream and beyond.●

The Horror Film throws new light on some well-known horror films but also
introduces the reader to examples of noteworthy but more obscure horror work.
A final section provides a guide to further reading and an extensive bibliography.
Accessibly written, The Horror Film is a lively and informative account of the
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genre that will appeal to students of cinema, film teachers and researchers, and
horror lovers everywhere.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The Horror Film is an in-depth exploration of one of the most consistently popular, but also most
disreputable, of all the mainstream film genres. Since the early 1930s there has never been a time when
horror films were not being produced in substantial numbers somewhere in the world and never a time when
they were not being criticised, censored or banned. The Horror Film engages with the key issues raised by
this most contentious of genres. It considers the reasons for horror's disreputability and seeks to explain why
despite this horror has been so successful. Where precisely does the appeal of horror lie?

An extended introductory chapter identifies what it is about horror that makes the genre so difficult to define.
The chapter then maps out the historical development of the horror genre, paying particular attention to the
international breadth and variety of horror production, with reference to films made in the United States,
Britain, Italy, Spain and elsewhere.

Subsequent chapters explore:

The role of monsters, focusing on the vampire and the serial killer.●

The usefulness (and limitations) of psychological approaches to horror.●

The horror audience: what kind of people like horror (and what do other people think of them)?●

Gender, race and class in horror: how do horror films such as Bride of Frankenstein, The Texas Chainsaw●

Massacre and Blade relate to the social and political realities within which they are produced?
Sound and horror: in what ways has sound contributed to the development of horror?●

Performance in horror: how have performers conveyed fear and terror throughout horror's history?●

1970s horror: was this the golden age of horror production?●

Slashers and post-slashers: from Halloween to Scream and beyond.●

The Horror Film throws new light on some well-known horror films but also introduces the reader to
examples of noteworthy but more obscure horror work. A final section provides a guide to further reading
and an extensive bibliography. Accessibly written, The Horror Film is a lively and informative account of
the genre that will appeal to students of cinema, film teachers and researchers, and horror lovers everywhere.

Peter Hutchings is a senior lecturer in Film Studies at Northumbria University, Newcastle Upon Tyne.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Rose:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Horror Film
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The
Horror Filmis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world with this book.

Elizabeth Pipkin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Horror Film your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
The Horror Film giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Clarence Delapaz:

The book untitled The Horror Film contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read
the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Gerald Kelly:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Horror Film was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Horror Film has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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