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From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge,
technology is undoubtedly a fundamental element of our daily lives. While
saving ustime and effort, it can also shape our environment, mediate our
relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In
studying technology we gain an insight into how society

is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the
socia contextsin which it is used, Technology and Social Theory guidesthe
reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving field. The chapters
critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to
Elias, alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The
significance of technology is assessed within both public spheres and intimate
spaces, shedding light on itsintegral

rolein society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new
advances in research can inform theory, this book is invaluable reading for
students and researchers in Sociology, Social theory, Science and Technology
Studies and the Media.
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From the everyday and unnoticed to the newsworthy and cutting edge, technology is undoubtedly a
fundamental element of our daily lives. While saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment,
mediate our relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In studying technol ogy
we gain an insight into how society

is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the social contextsin which it
is used, Technology and Socia Theory guides the reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving
field. The chapters critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to Elias,
alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The significance of technology is assessed within
both public spheres and intimate spaces, shedding light on itsintegral

rolein society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new advancesin research can
inform theory, this book isinvaluable reading for students and researchers in Sociology, Socia theory,
Science and Technology Studies and the Media.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Matthewman's writing is clear, accessible and engaging and the text displays significant intellectual depthin
providing such arigorous, succinct and sophisticated analysis of a such wide body of literature. A useful
addition to reading lists across STS, Sociology, Politics and Communications."--David Mercer, Associate
Professor, Convener of Science and Technology Studies, University of Wollongong, Australia

Review

"Matthewman'swriting is clear, accessible and engaging and the text displays significant intellectual
depth in providing such a rigorous, succinct and sophisticated analysis of a such wide body of
literature. A useful addition to reading lists across STS, Sociology, Politicsand Communications.' -
David Mercer, Associate Professor, Convener of Science and Technology Studies, Univer sity of
Woallongong, Australia

'A well informed and readable account of approachesto technology in sociological thought, or ganised
in aclear and comprehensiveway.' - Adrian Mackenzie, Lecturer in Sociology, Lancaster University,
UK

"...thisbook comes as a necessary and delightful addition ...[it] isa highly engaging, accessible text
that iscrucial for anyone writing and resear ching technology' — New Zealand Sociology

'"Though aimed mainly at sociologists and other social scientists, thisimpressive book has much to
offer theoretically curious historians of technology and their graduate students.' - Mark Shields,
Technology and Culture

From the Back Cover

From the everyday and unnoticed to the newswaorthy and cutting edge, technology is undoubtedly a
fundamental element of our daily lives. While saving us time and effort, it can also shape our environment,
mediate our relationships, and simultaneously solve problems and create new ones. In studying technol ogy
we gain an insight into how society

is constructed, maintained and transformed.

Unravelling and explaining the complex connections between technology and the social contextsin which it
is used, Technology and Socia Theory guides the reader through 150 years of thinking in this ever evolving
field. The chapters critically evaluate a broad range of theorists, from Marx to Foucault, Orwell to Elias,
alongside empirical examples which show theory in action. The significance of technology is assessed within
both public spheres and intimate spaces, shedding light on itsintegral



rolein society.

Showing how theory maps the way for further research, and in turn how new advancesin research can
inform theory, this book isinvaluable reading for students and researchers in Sociology, Socia theory,
Science and Technology Studies and the Media

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Crystal Sanchez:

The book Technology and Social Theory (Themesin Social Theory) gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your sparetime. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Technology and Social Theory (Themesin Social Theory) being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open and read a book Technology and Social Theory (Themesin Social
Theory). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So,
how do you think about this book?

Betty Walsh:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Technology and Social
Theory (Themesin Social Theory), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to
missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't haveit, oh
come on itsreferred to as reading friends.

Ronald Johnson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Technology and Social Theory
(Themesin Socia Theory) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman
but for al of you who wantsto end up being success person. So, for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you could pick Technology and Social Theory (Themesin Socia Theory) become your
personal starter.

Jean Fair:

Isit anindividua who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs



or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Technology and Social Theory
(Themesin Socia Theory) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of date,

spending your extratime by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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