
Romancing Opiates: Pharmacological Lies
and the Addiction Bureaucracy

By Theodore Dalrymple

Romancing Opiates: Pharmacological Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy
By Theodore Dalrymple

Theodore Dalrymple believes that almost everything people know about opiate
addiction is wrong. Most flawed of all is the notion that addicts are in touch with
profound mysteries of which non-addicts are ignorant. Dalrymple shows that
doctors, psychologists and social workers, all of them uncritically accepting
addicts' descriptions of addiction, have employed literary myths (drugs are
creative and intense) in constructing an equal and opposite myth of quasi-
treatment. Using evidence from literature and pharmacology and drawing on
examples from his own clinical experience, Dalrymple shows that addiction is
not a disease, but a response to personal and existential problems. He argues that
withdrawal from opiates is not the serious medical condition, but a relatively
trivial experience and says that criminality causes addiction far more often than
addiction causes criminality.
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Theodore Dalrymple believes that almost everything people know about opiate addiction is wrong. Most
flawed of all is the notion that addicts are in touch with profound mysteries of which non-addicts are
ignorant. Dalrymple shows that doctors, psychologists and social workers, all of them uncritically accepting
addicts' descriptions of addiction, have employed literary myths (drugs are creative and intense) in
constructing an equal and opposite myth of quasi-treatment. Using evidence from literature and
pharmacology and drawing on examples from his own clinical experience, Dalrymple shows that addiction is
not a disease, but a response to personal and existential problems. He argues that withdrawal from opiates is
not the serious medical condition, but a relatively trivial experience and says that criminality causes
addiction far more often than addiction causes criminality.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Theodore Dalrymple is a psychiatrist and prison doctor who believes that everything most people know
about opiate addiction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheryl Waller:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Romancing Opiates: Pharmacological Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy.

Thomas Paine:

This book untitled Romancing Opiates: Pharmacological Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Daphne Jones:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Romancing Opiates:
Pharmacological Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy.

Roberta Anglin:

Beside that Romancing Opiates: Pharmacological Lies and the Addiction Bureaucracy in your phone, it



might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Romancing Opiates: Pharmacological Lies and the Addiction
Bureaucracy because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss that? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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