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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Perhaps the most renowned and controversial American general of the 20th century, George Patton (1885-
1945) remains a subject of intense interest. D'Este (Decision in Normandy) provides new information from
family archives and other sources about Patton's ancestry, childhood and pre-WWII military career. This
includes his student years at West Point, his experience as a tank officer in WWI and various interwar staff
assignments. The author emphasizes Patton's lifelong study and preparation for war and his conviction that
God not only chose him specifically to lead an army but also stood ready to intervene to assure him
battlefield victories. D'Este has much to say about Patton's impulsiveness, impatience and tactlessness,
showing how these qualities often got him in trouble with the public as well as with his superiors. The
account of Patton's campaigns from North Africa through Sicily, Normandy and the Ardennes enables the
reader to understand why the general is regarded as one of the great military leaders. This is a major
biography of a major American military figure. Illustrations.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
This is revisionism at its very best . . . -- The New York Times Book Review, Alistair Horne

From the Publisher
Fifty years after his death, General George C. Patton Jr. remains one of the most colorful, charismatic,
misunderstood and controversial figures ever to set foot on the battlefields of World War II. And the image
of the man has been not a little influenced by the 1970 film Patton, starring George C. Scott, in which he is
portrayed as a swashbuckling, brash, profane, impetuous general who wore ivory-handled pistols into battle
and slapped two hospitalized soldiers in Sicily.

It is one of the achievements of this riveting biography that it reveals the complex and contradictory
personality that lay behind the facade. With full access to Patton's private and public papers, and the
cooperation of the general's family, Carlo D'Este shows us not only the extrovert Patton of public perception,
but also the intensely private Patton -- the devoted student of history, the poet, the humble man very unsure
of his own abilities -- who could burst into tears, be charming or insulting quite unexpectedly, and the Patton
who trained himself for greatness with a determination matched by no other general in the twentieth century.
D'Este describes Patton's patrician background with its strong military heritage in the Civil War on the
Confederate side; his struggle to overcome dyslexia to get through West Point; his lifelong doubts about his
own courage that forced him to take reckless chances; and the enduring and sometimes troubled marriage to
his childhood sweetheart, Beatrice Ayer, daughter of a wealthy Boston family, who proved to be a tower of
strength and devotion to a soldier husband who was miserable in peacetime.

This book also covers Patton's military career from his dramatic role in the 1916 campaign against Pancho
Villa in northern Mexico to his service in France in World War I, where he organized and led the first U.S.
tank corps at Saint-Mihiel and in the Meuse-Argonne offensive (where he was seriously wounded), to his
frequently brilliant and occasionally very controversial roles during World War II in the fighting in North
Africa, Sicily, France and Germany, where he earned the reputation of being the allied general the Germans
most feared and respected.

Patton: A Genius for War is a full-fledged portrait of an extraordinary American.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Spence:

The reserve with title Patton: A Genius for War contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Lisa Lee:

The book untitled Patton: A Genius for War contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new time
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Joan Hanson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Patton: A Genius for War was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Lee Wing:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Patton: A Genius for War we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Patton: A Genius for War. You can more
appealing than now.
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