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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Shocking as it is, this book--a crucial source of original research used for the bestseller Hitler's Willing
Executioners--gives evidence to suggest the opposite conclusion: that the sad-sack German draftees who
perpetrated much of the Holocaust were not expressing some uniquely Germanic evil, but that they were
average men comparable to the run of humanity, twisted by historical forces into inhuman shapes. Browning,
a thorough historian who lets no one off the moral hook nor fails to weigh any contributing factor--
cowardice, ideological indoctrination, loyalty to the battalion, and reluctance to force the others to bear more
than their share of what each viewed as an excruciating duty--interviewed hundreds of the killers, who
simply could not explain how they had sunken into savagery under Hitler. A good book to read along with
Ron Rosenbaum's comparably excellent study Explaining Hitler. --Tim Appelo

From Publishers Weekly
Browning reconstructs how a German reserve police battalion composed of "ordinary men," middle-aged,
working class people, killed tens of thousands of Jews during WW II.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Chilling analysis of how a typical unit of German police actually operated during the Holocaust, by
Browning (History/Pacific Lutheran Univ.). In March 1942, some 75 to 80 percent of all victims of the
Holocaust were still alive. Eleven months later, 75 to 80 percent were dead--the result, Browning says, of ``a
short, intense wave of mass murder,'' centered in Poland. During 16 months, Reserve Police Battalion 101, a
unit of just over 450 men from Hamburg, was responsible in Poland for the shooting of 39,000 Jews and the
deportation to Treblinka of 44,000 more. The horror began on July 13, 1942, when the unit's commander,
one Major Trapp, ordered his men to round up 1,800 Jews from the village of Jozefow, to select several
hundred as ``work Jews,'' and to shoot the rest--men, women, and children. Trapp apparently gave the order
with tears in his eyes and gave permission to older soldiers not to participate. Altogether, 10 to 20 percent of
the battalion availed themselves of this permission. The remaining men carried out the assignment: ``the
shooters were gruesomely besmirched with blood, brains, and bone splinters. It hung on their clothing.''
What sort of men were they? Browning bases his answers on the judicial interrogation in the 1960's of 210
men from the battalion. They were ordinary men, he finds, on the elderly side, drawn from the lower orders
of German society, and few had an education above junior-high-school level. And after examining studies
dealing with this phenomenon and evidence of such conduct in other wars, Browning determines that it's not
just Nazism or Germans that produces such men: There were American units in the Pacific that boasted of
never taking captives. ``If the men of Reserve Police Battalion 101 could become killers under such
circumstances,'' he writes, ``what group of men cannot?'' It is the care with which Browning examines the
evidence, as well as the soberness of his conclusions, that gives this work such power and impact. (Eight
pages of b&w photographs--not seen.) -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Earl Hess:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever they acquire
because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will
need this Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland.

Mary Grubb:

The ability that you get from Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101
and the Final Solution in Poland giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland instantly.

Coleman Bailey:

The guide with title Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Vanessa Gilliam:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland when you desired it?
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