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This book addresses the ways in which masculinity is negotiated, constructed,
represented, and problematized within operatic music and practice. Although the
consideration of masculine ontology and epistemology has pervaded cultural and
sociological studies since the late 1980s, and masculinity has been the focus of
recent if sporadic musicological discussion, the relationship between masculinity
and opera has so far escaped detailed critical scrutiny. Operating from a position
of sympathy with feminist and queer approaches and the phallocentric tendencies
they identify, this study offers a unique perspective on the cultural relativism of
opera by focusing on the male operatic subject. Anchored by musical analysis or
close readings of musical discourse, the contributions take an interdisciplinary
approach by also engaging with theatre, popular music, and cultural musicology
scholarship. The various musical, theoretical, and socio-political trajectories of
the essays are historically dispersed from seventeenth to twentieth- first-century
operatic works and practices, visiting masculinity and the operatic voice, the
complication or refusal of essentialist notions of masculinity, and the operatic
representation of the ‘crisis’ of masculinity. This volume will not only enliven
the study of masculinity in opera, but be an appealing contribution to music
scholars interested in gender, history, and new musicology.
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This book addresses the ways in which masculinity is negotiated, constructed, represented, and
problematized within operatic music and practice. Although the consideration of masculine ontology and
epistemology has pervaded cultural and sociological studies since the late 1980s, and masculinity has been
the focus of recent if sporadic musicological discussion, the relationship between masculinity and opera has
so far escaped detailed critical scrutiny. Operating from a position of sympathy with feminist and queer
approaches and the phallocentric tendencies they identify, this study offers a unique perspective on the
cultural relativism of opera by focusing on the male operatic subject. Anchored by musical analysis or close
readings of musical discourse, the contributions take an interdisciplinary approach by also engaging with
theatre, popular music, and cultural musicology scholarship. The various musical, theoretical, and socio-
political trajectories of the essays are historically dispersed from seventeenth to twentieth- first-century
operatic works and practices, visiting masculinity and the operatic voice, the complication or refusal of
essentialist notions of masculinity, and the operatic representation of the ‘crisis’ of masculinity. This volume
will not only enliven the study of masculinity in opera, but be an appealing contribution to music scholars
interested in gender, history, and new musicology.
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Editorial Review

Review
."..a thought-provoking book. It takes positions that arise out of recent discussions of the ethic of care and
defends them in careful and thorough ways that make these positions available for the attention and scrutiny
they deserve. Whether or not one is fully persuaded by this account, anyone interested in the possibilities of
an ethics of need will benefit from reading it." Grace Clement, Salisbury University, USA, Notre Dame
Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Philip Purvis teaches at d'Overbroeck's College, Oxford, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Masculinity in Opera (Routledge Research in Music).

Michelle Huffman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Masculinity in Opera (Routledge Research in Music) will give you a
new experience in studying a book.

Carole Garner:

Beside this particular Masculinity in Opera (Routledge Research in Music) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Masculinity in Opera (Routledge Research in Music) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh



come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition
to read it from today!

Vickie Duke:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Masculinity in Opera (Routledge Research in
Music) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through
it. Beside that the guide Masculinity in Opera (Routledge Research in Music) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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