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Japan in World History ranges from Japan's prehistoric interactions with Korea
and China, to the Western challenge of the late 1500s, the partial isolation under
the Tokugawa family (1600-1868), and the tumultuous interactions of more
recent times, when Japan modernized ferociously, turned imperialist, lost aworld
war, then became the world's second largest economy--and its greatest foreign
aid donor. Writing in alively fashion, Huffman makes rich use of primary
sources, illustrating events with comments by the people who lived through
them: tellers of ancient myths, court women who dominated the early literary
world, cynical priests who damned medieval materialism, travelers who
marveled at "indecent”" Western ballroom dancers in the mid-1800s, and the
emperor who justified Pearl Harbor. Without ignoring standard political and
military events, the book illuminates economic, social, and cultural factors; it
also examinesissues of gender as well as the roles of commoners, samurai,
business leaders, novdists, and priests.
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interactions of more recent times, when Japan modernized ferociously, turned imperialist, lost aworld war,
then became the world's second largest economy--and its greatest foreign aid donor. Writing in alively
fashion, Huffman makes rich use of primary sources, illustrating events with comments by the people who
lived through them: tellers of ancient myths, court women who dominated the early literary world, cynical
priests who damned medieval materialism, travelers who marveled at "indecent" Western ballroom dancers
in the mid-1800s, and the emperor who justified Pearl Harbor. Without ignoring standard political and
military events, the book illuminates economic, social, and cultural factors; it also examines issues of gender
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Editorial Review
Review

"Huffman manages to convey to the general reader a concise and clear sense of the sweep of Japanese
history, from earliest recorded history to the turn of the millennium...James Huffman's account of Japanese
history will prove eminently useful in surveys of Japanese history, especialy if paired with his recently
published primary source reader entitled Modern Japan: A History in Documents, also published through
Oxford University Press." --Middle Ground Review

"Huffman's animated writing style, coupled with intellectual research, allows for the material to be presented
through avivid world history lens...aresourceful and informative book...would benefit high school educators
in preparing lessons on asimilar subject or simply provide a concise synthesis to an enthusiast seeking a
recapitulation of Japan's past.” -- World History Bulletin

About the Author
JamesL. Huffman is H. Orth Hirt Professor of History Emeritus at Wittenberg University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gail Rodriguez:

This Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Japan in World History (New Oxford World
History) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking
at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Frank Farrow:

Exactly why? Because this Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the ideainside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So, itis



good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you alot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking way. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Lea Severino:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to.
The Japan in World History (New Oxford World History) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Sharron Marty:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV 24 hoursaday. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, yathink
reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Japan in World History (New Oxford World
History) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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