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Robert J. Sawyer, the award-winning and bestselling writer, hits the peak of his
powers in Humans, the second book of The Neanderthal Parallax, his trilogy
about our world and parallel one in which it was the Homo sapiens who died out
and the Neanderthals who became the dominant intelligent species. This
powerful idea allows Sawyer to examine some of the deeply rooted assumptions
of contemporary human civilization dramatically, by confronting us with another
civilization, just as morally valid, that has made other choices. In Humans,
Neanderthal physicist Ponter Boddit, a character you will never forget, returns to
our world and to his relationship with geneticist Mary Vaughan, as cultural
exchanges between the two Earths begin.

Aswe see daily life in another present-day world, radically different from ours,
in the course of Sawyer's fast-moving story, we experience the bursts of wonder
and enlightenment that are the finest pleasures of science fiction. Humansis one
of the best SF novels of the year, and The Neanderthal Parallax isan SF classic
in the making.
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Aswe see daily life in another present-day world, radically different from ours, in the course of Sawyer's
fast-moving story, we experience the bursts of wonder and enlightenment that are the finest pleasures of
science fiction. Humans is one of the best SF novels of the year, and The Neanderthal Parallax isan SF
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this solid sequel to Hominids (2002), the much-praised first volume in Sawyer's Neanderthal Parallax
trilogy, which introduced an alternate Earth where for reasons unknown our species, Homo sapiens, went
extinct and Neanderthals flourished, Neanderthal physicist Ponder Boddit brings Canadian geneticist Mary
Vaughan back to his world to explore the near-utopian civilization of the Neanderthals. Boddit servesasa
Candide figure, the naive visitor whose ignorance about our society makes him a perfect tool to analyze
human tendencies toward violence, over-population and environmental degradation. The Neanderthals have
developed a high artistic, ethical and scientific culture without ever inventing farming-they're still hunters
and gatherers-and this allows the author to make some interesting and generally unrecognized points about
the downside of the discovery of agriculture. Much of the novel is devoted to either the discussion of ideas
such as these or to Boddit and V aughan's developing love affair. Sawyer keeps things moving by throwing in
an attempted assassination, his protagonists' confrontation with arapist and, on alarger scale, the growing
danger of what appears to be the imminent reversal of Earth's magnetic field. Asthe middle volumein a
trilogy, this book doesn't entirely stand on its own, but it is extremely well done. When complete, the
Neanderthal Parallax should add significantly to Sawyer's reputation.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Ponter Boddit, the Neanderthal physicist thrown into the human world in Hominids [BKL Je 1&15 02], is
relieved to be back in his own safe, unpolluted, thoughtfully governed universe, though he misses his human
friend, Mary Vaughn, who in her world has been offered a plum research position. Glad to leave the
Canadian university at which she was brutally raped, she misses Ponter and worries that, because she never
reported her attacker, other women remain at risk. Both universes governments can't decide whether to
permit travel between them, but Ponter forces the question by assembling afirst ambassadoria party, though
asit happens, he goes on ahead of it. He then persuades Mary to visit his world, where she faces aspects of
Neanderthal culture that disturb her, such as Ponter's male lover, Adikor, and near-total male-female
segregation. Then another woman is raped on Mary's former campus. Look for the further volume about
Ponter and Mary that disguieting ramifications of the interaction of the alternate worlds and their magnetic
fields portends. Roberta Johnson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"The biggest job of sciencefiction isto portray the Other. To help us imagine the strange and see the familiar
in eerie new ways. Nobody explores thisterritory more boldly than Robert Sawyer."—David Brin on
Humans

"Hominids is anthropol ogical fiction at its best."-- W. Michagl Gear & Kathleen O’ Neal Gear, USA Today-
bestselling authors of Raising Abel

“A rapidly plotted, anthropologically saturated speculative novel . . . [with] Sawyer-signature wide appea.”
—The Globe & Mail on Hominids
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nancy Sanchez:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Humans (The
Neanderthal Parallax, Book 2) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Charles Ginter:

The guide untitled Humans (The Neanderthal Parallax, Book 2) is the reserve that recommended to you to
learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Humans (The Neanderthal Parallax, Book 2) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Patricia Howard:

Humans (The Neanderthal Parallax, Book 2) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving hig/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Humans (The Neanderthal
Parallax, Book 2) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial thinking.

Elizabeth Walborn:

A lot of reserve has printed but it isunique. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever ssmply by searching fromit. It is known
as of book Humans (The Neanderthal Parallax, Book 2). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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