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A fascinating look at the life of the author who created such modern classics as
Carrie, IT, and The Shining.
One of the most prolific and popular authors in the world today, Stephen King
has become part of pop culture history. But who is the man behind those tales of
horror, grief, and the supernatural? Where do these ideas come from? And what
drives him to keep writing at a breakneck pace after a thirty year career? In this
unauthorized biography, Lisa Rogak reveals the troubled background and
lifelong fears that inspire one of the twentieth century's most influential authors.
            King’s origins were inauspicious at best. His impoverished childhood in
rural Maine and early marriage hardly spelled out the likelihood of a blossoming
literary career. But his unflagging work ethic and a ceaseless flow of ideas put
him on the path to success. It came in a flash, and the side effects of sudden
stardom and seemingly unlimited wealth soon threatened to destroy his work and,
worse, his life. But he survived and has since continued to write at a level of
originality few authors could ever hope to match.
            Despite his dark and disturbing work, Stephen King has become revered
by critics and his countless fans as an all-American voice more akin to Mark
Twain than H. P. Lovecraft. Haunted Heart chronicles his story, revealing the
character of a man who has created some of the most memorable---and
frightening---stories found in literature today.

Stephen King on Stephen King:

“I’m afraid of everything.”

“As a kid, I worried about my sanity a lot."

“I am always interested in this idea that a lot of fiction writers write for their
fathers because their fathers are gone.”

“Writing is an addiction for me.”

“I married her for her body, though she said I married her for her typewriter.”
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“When you get into this business, they don’t tell you you’ll get cat bones in the
mail.”

 “You have to be a little nuts to be a writer.”

“There’s always the urge to see somebody dead that isn’t you.”
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A fascinating look at the life of the author who created such modern classics as Carrie, IT, and The Shining.
One of the most prolific and popular authors in the world today, Stephen King has become part of pop
culture history. But who is the man behind those tales of horror, grief, and the supernatural? Where do these
ideas come from? And what drives him to keep writing at a breakneck pace after a thirty year career? In this
unauthorized biography, Lisa Rogak reveals the troubled background and lifelong fears that inspire one of
the twentieth century's most influential authors.
            King’s origins were inauspicious at best. His impoverished childhood in rural Maine and early
marriage hardly spelled out the likelihood of a blossoming literary career. But his unflagging work ethic and
a ceaseless flow of ideas put him on the path to success. It came in a flash, and the side effects of sudden
stardom and seemingly unlimited wealth soon threatened to destroy his work and, worse, his life. But
he survived and has since continued to write at a level of originality few authors could ever hope to match.
            Despite his dark and disturbing work, Stephen King has become revered by critics and his countless
fans as an all-American voice more akin to Mark Twain than H. P. Lovecraft. Haunted Heart chronicles his
story, revealing the character of a man who has created some of the most memorable---and frightening---
stories found in literature today.

Stephen King on Stephen King:

“I’m afraid of everything.”

“As a kid, I worried about my sanity a lot."

“I am always interested in this idea that a lot of fiction writers write for their fathers because their fathers are
gone.”

“Writing is an addiction for me.”

“I married her for her body, though she said I married her for her typewriter.”

“When you get into this business, they don’t tell you you’ll get cat bones in the mail.”

 “You have to be a little nuts to be a writer.”

“There’s always the urge to see somebody dead that isn’t you.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Though critical studies of his vast oeuvre abound, King—the bestselling author of the 20th century—has not
been the subject of a book-length biography until this strictly serviceable study. Rogak (The Man Behind The
Da Vinci Code) doesn't probe her subject or his work too deeply. Rather, she strings together the best-known
facts of his life with workmanlike efficiency: his family's early abandonment by his father; the author's
triumph over an impoverished childhood; his perseverance and prolificacy as a writer; his determination,
despite his comfort with genre fiction, to be regarded as more than a horror writer; his struggles with alcohol
and drugs; his generosity toward other writers; the accident that nearly killed him in 1999. Rogak structures
her text primarily around the chronology of King's scores of books and their film adaptations. Though she
interviewed some of King's friends and colleagues, much of the book is derived from secondary sources. Her
text is repetitive and cliché-ridden, but the facts she marshals will serve King fans not familiar with his life. 8
pages of b&w photos. (Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

Praise for A Boy Named Shel:

"Consulting many sources, among them Silverstein's friends; radio interviews; and newspaper, journal, and
magazine articles, Rogak thoughtfully reconstructs the artist's life. ... An authoritative and accessible
biography, absorbing from cover to cover."--Library Journal

"[A BOY NAMED SHEL] offers revealing anecdotes, complete with some dirty laundry, about the prolific
children’s author and cartoonist."--Kirkus Reviews

"The strength of this biography is in leading readers back to Silverstein’s art, which is, after all, where he
would have us find him."--School Library Journal

"Fascinating...A BOY NAMED SHEL is a revealing peak into the mind behind both 'Runny Babbit' and
'Freakin' at the Freakers Ball.'" --Albany Times Union

"A tribute to the unusual life of an extraordinary man."--The Daily Texan

"Lisa Rogak dives wholeheartedly into presenting the full story of media-shy Silverstein. She covers every
step in his creative career, following his journey across media. Silverstein proved himself as a songwriter, a
cartoonist, an author, a poet, a playwright and a screenwriter, and Rogak doesn’t miss a beat."--The Daily
Californian

"Faithfully following Silverstein on his wandering and tracing his deft compartmentalizing, Rogak lifts the
curtain, respectfully, on this cultural icon." --GO (AirTran Airways Inflight Magazine)

About the Author

Lisa Rogak is the author of more than forty books. She lives in Charleston, South Carolina where she writes



and plays piano, upright bass, and accordion in a variety of ensembles. Her most recent biographies are The
Man Behind the Da Vinci Code: An Unauthorized Biography of Dan Brown and A Boy Named Shel: The Life
and Times of Shel Silverstein.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

The book Haunted Heart: The Life and Times of Stephen King can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Haunted Heart: The Life and
Times of Stephen King? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Haunted Heart: The
Life and Times of Stephen King has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jacqueline Bull:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Haunted Heart: The Life and Times of Stephen King.

Travis Pope:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Haunted Heart: The Life and Times of
Stephen King is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Robin Harvey:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this Haunted Heart: The Life and Times of Stephen King can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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