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Best remembered today for the comet that bears his name, Edmond Halley was
one of the great scientists of all time. He discovered the proper motion of stars,
made important studies of the moon's motion, and his investigations of the
Earth's magnetic field and of tides were unrivalled for centuries. Now, in this
superb full-length biography, Alan Cook paints an unsurpassed portrait of this
preeminent figure.

Halley played a crucia role in the Newtonian revolution in the natural sciences.
Indeed, Cook revealsthat it was Halley who set the question that |led Newton to
write the Principia, and who edited, paid for, and reviewed it. The author also
describes how Halley's prediction of the transit of Venus led to Captain Cook's
voyage to Tahiti and to an accurate calculation of the distance between the Earth
and Sun. Perhaps as important, the book examines Halley's personal life,
revealing a man who was far from alab-bound thinker. As ayoung man, he
sailed to St. Helenato chart the unmapped stars of the Southern Hemisphere.
Moreover, Halley knew the leading artists of his age--Wren, Pepys, Handel,
Purcell, and Dryden--and he travelled widely throughout Europe, meeting
numerous fellow scientists and serving on avariety of diplomatic missions. He
even spent a number of adventurous years as commander of a Royal Naval
warship.

Much material about Halley's career has only cometo light in recent years. Alan
Cook has used this new material to write an illuminating account of the life and
times of one of the key scientists of the Enlightenment.
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investigations of the Earth's magnetic field and of tides were unrivalled for centuries. Now, in this superb
full-length biography, Alan Cook paints an unsurpassed portrait of this preeminent figure.

Halley played acrucia rolein the Newtonian revolution in the natural sciences. Indeed, Cook revealsthat it
was Halley who set the question that led Newton to write the Principia, and who edited, paid for, and
reviewed it. The author also describes how Halley's prediction of the transit of Venus led to Captain Cook's
voyage to Tahiti and to an accurate calculation of the distance between the Earth and Sun. Perhaps as
important, the book examines Halley's personal life, revealing a man who was far from alab-bound thinker.
Asayoung man, he sailed to St. Helena to chart the unmapped stars of the Southern Hemisphere. Moreover,
Halley knew the leading artists of his age--Wren, Pepys, Handel, Purcell, and Dryden--and he travelled
widely throughout Europe, meeting numerous fellow scientists and serving on avariety of diplomatic
missions. He even spent a number of adventurous years as commander of a Royal Naval warship.

Much material about Halley's career has only cometo light in recent years. Alan Cook has used this new
material to write an illuminating account of the life and times of one of the key scientists of the
Enlightenment.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This new biography of Halley puts the record straight, Alan Cook is particularly well qualified to writeit. ...
The book is amine of information and the extensive references and notes ensure that the serious student will
find it invaluable, but it is also so clearly written that it will

also appeal to the more casual reader. Nothing important has been left out. ... Halley lived in fascinating
times, and Cook gives avivid account of them ... Asastudy of Halley's life, times and accomplishments this
book could hardly be bettered and it is certain to remain the standard work for

many yearsto come. It is moreover well produced and printed and the illustrations match the quality of the
text.'

The Times Higher Education Supplement

“This assiduously researched biography now rounds out the cometary discoverer's life and work.'
Financial Times weekend section

“Since very little can be gleaned about Halley's personal life, such an intellectual biography focused on his
scientific work is even more appropriate.’
Financial Times weekend section

“he has devoted his life to the same sorts of precision project that structured Halley's career, and this
sprawling biography is evidently the culmination of along-standing of wholly justified scientific admiration.'
London Review of Books

About the Author

Alan Cook was Master of Selwyn College, Cambridge, and head of the Physics Department in Cambridge
University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gail Kennedy:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
abook you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Edmond
Halley: Charting the Heavens and the Seas provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Michael Jodlyn:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much



easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended for your requirementsis Edmond Halley: Charting the Heavens and the Seas this
book consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Armando M cFarland:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying
abook. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Edmond Halley:
Charting the Heavens and the Seas which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
view.

Maria Lamotte:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Edmond Halley: Charting the Heavens and the
Seas to make your reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading skill is devel oping when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about
book and examining especially. It isto be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through
it. Beside that the reserve Edmond Halley: Charting the Heavens and the Seas can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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