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A vibrant introduction to a quintessential American art form, Country Music: A
Cultural and Stylistic History is the first undergraduate textbook that focuses
solely on country music.

Written by an experienced teacher and renowned scholar of the genre, it offers a
coherent narrative that explains country music, its origins, its development, and
its meaning from the first commercial recordings of the 1920s up to the present.
It highlights significant performers, songs, and institutions in country music. It
also considers key social, political, and musical issues that span many decades of
evolution within the genre.

Each part of Country Music opens with an introduction that provides a broad
sense of the trends, context, and significant elements of country music during a
specific period. Each chapter offers three essential features within the narrative:

* Artist Profiles provide a close look at important figures in the history of
country music, from country stars to songwriters to industry personnel
* Listening Guides connect specific recordings to the ideas presented in each
chapter; end-of-chapter playlists offer suggestions for further listening
* Boxed essays offer in-depth explorations of topics in seven categories: history,
musical style, the music business, culture, technology, songwriting, and issues of
identity

Country Music concludes with three helpful appendices on song form, country
music instruments, and finding the recordings.

A companion website at www.oup.com/us/neal offers chapter summaries,
questions for review, and web links.

Offering a thorough overview of a core part of American culture, this compelling
and accessible book is ideal as the main text for Country Music courses and as a
supplement for courses in American Music and American Popular Music.
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A vibrant introduction to a quintessential American art form, Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic
History is the first undergraduate textbook that focuses solely on country music.

Written by an experienced teacher and renowned scholar of the genre, it offers a coherent narrative that
explains country music, its origins, its development, and its meaning from the first commercial recordings of
the 1920s up to the present. It highlights significant performers, songs, and institutions in country music. It
also considers key social, political, and musical issues that span many decades of evolution within the genre.

Each part of Country Music opens with an introduction that provides a broad sense of the trends, context, and
significant elements of country music during a specific period. Each chapter offers three essential features
within the narrative:

* Artist Profiles provide a close look at important figures in the history of country music, from country stars
to songwriters to industry personnel
* Listening Guides connect specific recordings to the ideas presented in each chapter; end-of-chapter
playlists offer suggestions for further listening
* Boxed essays offer in-depth explorations of topics in seven categories: history, musical style, the music
business, culture, technology, songwriting, and issues of identity

Country Music concludes with three helpful appendices on song form, country music instruments, and
finding the recordings.

A companion website at www.oup.com/us/neal offers chapter summaries, questions for review, and web
links.

Offering a thorough overview of a core part of American culture, this compelling and accessible book is
ideal as the main text for Country Music courses and as a supplement for courses in American Music and
American Popular Music.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Engaging and well written."--James Harvey, Alvin Community College

"Beautifully written, organized, conceptually defined, and fleshed out with clear detail. This text will be
appealing to students and instructors and will 'wear well' over time."--James E. Akenson, Tennessee
Technological University

"Well suited for college-level courses. It covers the 'big splashes' of the genre and fills a need for textbooks
on the subject. The appendices are golden--especially the appendix with recorded examples."--Keith Cozart,
Indiana University East

About the Author

Jocelyn R. Neal is Associate Professor of Music and Adjunct Associate Professor of American Studies at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is the author of The Songs of Jimmie Rodgers (2009), which
won the ASCAP Deems Taylor Award. She is the past chair of the Popular Music Group within the Society
for Music Theory, and is coeditor of Southern Cultures. In 2012, she was named Director of the Center for
the Study of the American South.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bethany Christiansen:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Country Music: A Cultural and
Stylistic History book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Troutt:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different



you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic History it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Robert Olsen:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Country Music: A Cultural and Stylistic History provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.

Bradley Ray:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Country
Music: A Cultural and Stylistic History. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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