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In 2005, the celebrated scholar of Japanese literature Haruo Shirane published
Classical Japanese: A Grammar. Now, with Classical Japanese Reader and
Essential Dictionary, he completes his two-volume textbook for learning
classical, or literary, Japanese?the primary written language in Japan from the
seventh to the mid-twentieth century. The text contains carefully selected
readings that address a wide array of grammatical concerns and that steadily
progress from easy to difficult. The selections encompass a wide range of
historical periods and styles, including essays, fiction, and poetry from such
noted works as The Tale of Genji, The Tales of Ise, The Pillow Book, The Tales
of the Heike, and Essays in Idleness, and such authors as Ihara Saikaku, Matsuo
Basho, Ueda Akinari, Motoori Norinaga, and Fukuzawa Yukichi. Each reading is
accompanied by a short English introduction, a vocabulary list, and extensive
grammatical notes, and ends with a comprehensive grammatical annotation.

The classical Japanese-English dictionary composes the last third of the book and
features approximately 2,500 key words, highlighting those used most frequently.
The first of its kind, this volume is a vital tool for students, scholars, and
translators of classical Japanese.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Haruo Shirane is Shincho Professor of Japanese Literature and Culture at Columbia University. His many
books include Early Modern Japanese Literature: An Anthology, 1600-1900; Traces of Dreams: Landscape,
Cultural Memory, and the Poetry of Basho; and The Bridge of Dreams: A Poetics of The Tale of Genji.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this Classical Japanese Reader and Essential Dictionary.

David Hogan:

The book with title Classical Japanese Reader and Essential Dictionary has lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jackie Lafond:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Classical Japanese Reader and Essential
Dictionary reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Classical Japanese Reader and
Essential Dictionary as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that
can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.



Palmer Schwartz:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Classical Japanese Reader and Essential Dictionary this publication consist
a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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