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Theory and Methodsin Archaeology and Prehistory

Written for complete beginners in a narrative style, Ancient Livesisaimed at
introductory courses in archaeology and prehistory that cover archaeological
methods and theory, as well asworld prehistory.

Thefirst half of Ancient Lives covers the basic principles, methods, and
theoretical approaches of archaeology. The second half is devoted to a summary
of the major developments of human prehistory: the origins of humankind and
the archaic world, the origins and spread of modern humans, the emergence of
food production, and the beginnings of civilization.

Learning Goals

Upon completing this book, readers should be able to:
Understand the basic principles of archaeol ogy
Summarize the major developments of human prehistory
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Brian Fagan is aleading archaeological writer and internationally recognized authority on world prehistory.
He studied archaeology and anthropology at Pembroke College and Cambridge University. He then spent
seven years in sub-Saharan Africaworking in museums, monument conservation, and excavating early
farming sites in Zambia and East Africa. He was a pioneer of multidisciplinary African history in the 1960s.
From 1967 to 2003, he was professor of anthropology at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where
he specialized in lecturing and writing about archaeology to wide audiences. He is now Emeritus Professor
of Anthropology.

Brian Fagan has written six best-selling textbooks (all published by Prentice Hall): Ancient Lives: An
Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory; In the Beginning, Archaeology: A Brief Introduction; World
Prehistory; Ancient Civilizations (with Chris Scarre); and this volume-which are used around the world. His
general books include The Rape of the Nile, aclassic history of Egyptology; The Adventure of Archaeology
Time Detectives; Ancient North America; The Little Ice Age; Before California: An Archaeologist Looks at
Our Earliest Inhabitants; and The Long Summer. He was also General Editor of the Oxford Companion to
Archaeology. In addition, he has published several scholarly monographs on African archaeology and
numerous specialized articlesin national and international journals. An expert on multimedia teaching, he
has received the Society for American Archaeology's first Public Education Award for hisindefatigable
efforts on behalf of archaeology and education.

Brian Fagan's other interests include bicycling, sailing, kayaking, and good food. He is married and livesin
Santa Barbara with his wife and daughter, four cats (who supervise his writing), and last but not least, a
minimum of four rabbits.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
TanyaMinor:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Ancient Lives: An Introduction to Archaeology and
Prehistory.

Rene Defeo:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
gpare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extratime? What



did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their
can do this. It said that about book. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
guarderia until university need this specific Ancient Lives: An Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory to
read.

Tammy Paradis:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the

unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Ancient Lives: An Introduction to Archaeol ogy
and Prehistory as the daily resource information.

John Smith:

Often the book Ancient Lives: An Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory has alot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.
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