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Bestselling and award-winning author, Sharon G. Flake, deliversamystery set in
the 1950s that eerily blends history, race, culture, and family.

OctobiaMay is girl filled with questions. Her heart condition makes her specia -
and, some folks would argue, gives this ten-year-old powers that make her a
"wise soul." Thank goodness for Auntie, who convinces Octobids parents to let
her live in her boarding house that is filled with old folks. That's when trouble,
and excitement, and wonder begin. Auntie is non-traditional. She's unmarried and
has plans to purchase other boarding homes and hotels. At atime when children,
and especidly girls, are "seen, not heard," Auntie allows Octobia May the
freedom and expression of an adult. When Octobia starts to question the folks in
her world, an adventure and a mystery unfold that beg some troubling questions:
Who is black and who is "passing” for white? What happens when a vibrant
African American community must face its own racism?

And, perhaps most important: Do vampires really exist? In her most and probing
novel yet, Sharon G. Flake takes us on a heart-pumping journey.
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Bestselling and award-winning author, Sharon G. Flake, delivers amystery set in the 1950s that eerily blends
history, race, culture, and family.

OctobiaMay is girl filled with questions. Her heart condition makes her special - and, some folks would
argue, gives this ten-year-old powers that make her a"wise soul." Thank goodness for Auntie, who
convinces Octobia's parents to let her live in her boarding house that is filled with old folks. That's when
trouble, and excitement, and wonder begin. Auntie is non-traditional. She's unmarried and has plans to
purchase other boarding homes and hotels. At atime when children, and especialy girls, are "seen, not
heard,” Auntie allows Octobia May the freedom and expression of an adult. When Octobia starts to question
the folks in her world, an adventure and a mystery unfold that beg some troubling questions: Who is black
and who is "passing” for white? What happens when a vibrant African American community must face its
own racism?

And, perhaps most important: Do vampires really exist? In her most and probing novel yet, Sharon G. Flake
takes us on a heart-pumping journey.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 3-6—Octobia May has an untamed imagination. When she moves in with her Auntie Shuma, Octobia
spends her days doing chores with her pretend servant friends, talking to the graves of the Before Girls at the
nearby cemetery, and trying to unveil one of Auntie's boarders, Mr. Davenport, as the vampire heis. With
the help of her friends, Jonah and Bessie, Octobia uncovers the dastardly deeds of Mr. Davenport, although
the deeds have more to do with bank robbery and murder than with drinking blood. This story paints a
realistic portrait of life for an African American girl in the 1950s, but the characterization and plot are
marred by unclear writing. While the plot meanders, little information is offered about Octobias (or any
other character's) backstory, leaving readers ungrounded throughout the tale. Awkward quote attributions
and murky action may have been meant to add to the mysterious nature of the plot, but fall short as one
passage may take several examinations to comprehend. The way the adults, especially police officer
O'Malley, in this story inexplicably flounder about with a cold-blooded murderer on the loose is
unbelievable. Short chapters begin with athick, black border, and a selected bibliography of relevant history
ends the novel. While Octobia and other well-rounded characters were enjoyable and the overall plot was
exciting, aless complicated writing style would have better highlighted the good this story
offered.—Brittany Staszak, Glencoe Public Library, IL

Review
Praisefor PINNED

* "Brilliantly realized...An uplifting story that convincingly celebrates the power of perseverance.”--
KIRKUS REVIEWS, starred review

* " _,.constructing two authentic, distinct voices that expose the strengths and flaws of both teenagers..."--
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, starred review

* "Autumn and Adonis, in addition to the supporting characters--parents, teachers, and friends alike--have
distinctive personalities and voices, enhancing the story's depth and complexity."--THE HORN BOOK,
starred review

About the Author

Sharon G. Flake exploded onto the literary scene with her novel THE SKIN I'M IN, in 1998, and was named
a Publishers Weekly Flying Start. Since then she has become a multiple Coretta Scott King Author Honor
Award winner and many of her novels have received ALA Notable and Best Books for Young Adults
citations from the American Library Association. She livesin Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Please visit Sharon's
website: www.sharongflake.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Velma Cain:

The book Unstoppable Octobia May can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.



So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Unstoppable Octobia May? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Unstoppable Octobia May has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Phillip Her zog:

What do you about book? It is hot important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Unstoppable
Octobia May to read.

ThelmaMartin:

The book untitled Unstoppable Octobia May contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains her
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in
the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have anice learn.

Dean Herbert:

Y ou will get this Unstoppable Octobia May by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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