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As any student of art will tell you, one of the chief accomplishments of the
Renaissance was the development of perspective in painting--the introduction of
spatial perception that led to the legendary beauty and majesty of works by
Giotto, Botticelli, and da Vinci. In The Invention of Infinity, Dr. J. V. Field, a
noted historian on math and the arts, tells the remarkable story of how the
"practical" mathematics of Renaissance artists actually influenced the
development of "proper" mathematics--a true story of life imitating art.

Here is the fascinating history of the emergence of modern mathematics during
the Renaissance, and its intimate relationship with the artisan and artistic
traditions of the time. The book covers the period from 1300 to 1650, when
craftsmen were educated in "practical mathematics," and when the field of
mathematics was gradually taking up a more significant place on the intellectual
landscape. Field traces the influence of the mathematics of perspective in the arts,
and shows how this led to the invention of a new kind of geometry in the 17th
century--the new projective geometry of Desargues--which proved to be a highly
significant contribution to the development of modern mathematics.
Additionally, the author explores the 14th and 15th-century "abacus" schools
popular among merchants and craftsmen, and the contrast between these
practical, widely used tools and the abstract arithmetic and geometry taught in
the universities of the time, and their application in the theory of music and
elementary astronomy.

Extensively illustrated with superb color and black and white plates, and
including selected extracts from the original mathematical texts, this clear and
entertaining account will delight anyone interested in the history of mathematics
and art, as well as in the multi-layered social history of the Renaissance.
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math and the arts, tells the remarkable story of how the "practical" mathematics of Renaissance artists
actually influenced the development of "proper" mathematics--a true story of life imitating art.

Here is the fascinating history of the emergence of modern mathematics during the Renaissance, and its
intimate relationship with the artisan and artistic traditions of the time. The book covers the period from
1300 to 1650, when craftsmen were educated in "practical mathematics," and when the field of mathematics
was gradually taking up a more significant place on the intellectual landscape. Field traces the influence of
the mathematics of perspective in the arts, and shows how this led to the invention of a new kind of geometry
in the 17th century--the new projective geometry of Desargues--which proved to be a highly significant
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15th-century "abacus" schools popular among merchants and craftsmen, and the contrast between these
practical, widely used tools and the abstract arithmetic and geometry taught in the universities of the time,
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Extensively illustrated with superb color and black and white plates, and including selected extracts from the
original mathematical texts, this clear and entertaining account will delight anyone interested in the history
of mathematics and art, as well as in the multi-layered social history of the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance.

Geraldine Davis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the publication untitled The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Diana Gum:

This The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?



Adam Blandford:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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