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The Films of John Cassavetes: Pragmatism, Modernism, and the Movies is the
first book to tell in detail the story of a maverick filmmaker who worked outside
the studio system. Providing extended critical discussion on six of his most
important films (Shadows, Faces, Minnie and Moskowitz, A Woman Under the
Influence, The Killing of a Chinese Bookie, and Love Streams), Ray Carney
argues that Cassavetes' work is a distinctly life-affirming form of modernist
expression that is at odds with the world-denying modernism of many of the
most important art works produced in this century. Cassavetes is revealed to be a
profoundly thoughtful and self-aware filmmaker and a deeply philosophical
thinker, whose work takes its place in the American tradition along with the
writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson and William James. The six films treated here
emerge as expressive interpretations of the bewildering challenges in
contemporary American cultural experience.
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The Films of John Cassavetes: Pragmatism, Modernism, and the Movies is the first book to tell in detail the
story of a maverick filmmaker who worked outside the studio system. Providing extended critical discussion
on six of his most important films (Shadows, Faces, Minnie and Moskowitz, A Woman Under the Influence,
The Killing of a Chinese Bookie, and Love Streams), Ray Carney argues that Cassavetes' work is a distinctly
life-affirming form of modernist expression that is at odds with the world-denying modernism of many of the
most important art works produced in this century. Cassavetes is revealed to be a profoundly thoughtful and
self-aware filmmaker and a deeply philosophical thinker, whose work takes its place in the American
tradition along with the writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson and William James. The six films treated here
emerge as expressive interpretations of the bewildering challenges in contemporary American cultural
experience.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...it is a special event...when Carney publishes a book that illustrates what film study and analysis can be at
their most visionary and inspiring. Carney is clearly a born teacher....Every page of The Films of John
Cassavetes is informed by the passion of a man on a mission to change the way movies are thought and
written about. Carney has an extraordinarily exalted vision of the function of cinematic art. Film is, for him,
neither escapist entertainment and recreation...nor an intricate stylistic game played off to one side of
life...but a way of exploring the most important and complex aspects of human experience." Diane
Cherkerzian, The Boston Globe

"One of the most exciting aspects of this book is the impression it conveys that absolutely everything is open
to reappraisal and revaluation....Not the least innovative aspect of Carney's writing is the degree to which it
is radically interdisciplinary, and he sketches a series of strikingly original (yet persuasive) connections
between Cassavetes' work and that of other American artists and thinkers....I turned the pages, almost
holding my breath at moments, startled by the depth, power and unexpectedness of the argument,
emotionally suspended between exhilaration and fear." Diane Cherkerzian, The Boston Globe

"...reflects not only years of devotion to Cassavetes' work but also numerous conversations and interviews
that the author had with the filmmaker, his colleagues and his friends....Carney's descriptions...are reinforced
by the many photographs he provides of Cassavetes energetically working on scenes and individual moments
with his actors and crew....Far from mere illustrations of the text, however, these 'inside photos'--published in
this book for the first time--reinforce the focus of Carney's book." Filmmaker

"Carney's approach to Cassavetes is shaped by the depth and discipline of scholarly analysis, and also by the
out-and-out enthusiasm of a movie-lover writing about some of his favorite pictures." The Christian Science
Monitor

"There is plenty of sturdy analysis here and. . . Carney makes a strong case for his subject." Times Literary
Supplement

From the Back Cover
Through words and pictures, Cassavetes is shown to have been a deeply thoughtful and self-aware artist and
a profound commentator of the American experience.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Films of
John Cassavetes: Pragmatism, Modernism, and the Movies (Cambridge Film Classics). All type of book is it



possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jonathan Gomes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Films of John
Cassavetes: Pragmatism, Modernism, and the Movies (Cambridge Film Classics) book as starter and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Tenesha Little:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. The Films of John Cassavetes: Pragmatism, Modernism, and the Movies (Cambridge Film Classics)
can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Randal Gore:

Beside this The Films of John Cassavetes: Pragmatism, Modernism, and the Movies (Cambridge Film
Classics) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Films of John Cassavetes:
Pragmatism, Modernism, and the Movies (Cambridge Film Classics) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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