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This book considers the Arabic biographies of Prophet Muhammad, the earliest
of which dates from two centuries after his life. These biographies, prized by
Muslims, have been approached in the Western study of 1slam from a range of
positions. Some scholars reject them entirely, seeing in them products of the
Muslim community’ s idealisation of its history, while others accept them at face
value, reasoning that, if not exact versions of events, the events could not have
differed too much from their descriptions.

The author revisits the debate and reconsiders several key incidentsin the life of
the Prophet. By compiling an extensive corpus of materials and comparing them
closely, this book analyses the transmission and the contents of the accounts. It
shows that by understanding clearly the interaction in early Islam between
written and oral modes of transmission, and by the judicious sieving of the
accounts, as well as the lines of transmission, we can sometimes reach back to
that generation of Muslims who though not themselves witness to the events
were younger contemporaries of those who were. Establishing a solid basis for
the informed study of Muhammad' s biography and adding to the ongoing debate,
this book will appeal to scholars of early Islam, history and theology.
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This book considers the Arabic biographies of Prophet Muhammad, the earliest of which dates from two
centuries after hislife. These biographies, prized by Muslims, have been approached in the Western study of
Islam from arange of positions. Some scholars reject them entirely, seeing in them products of the Muslim
community’ sidealisation of its history, while others accept them at face value, reasoning that, if not exact
versions of events, the events could not have differed too much from their descriptions.

The author revisits the debate and reconsiders several key incidentsin the life of the Prophet. By compiling
an extensive corpus of materials and comparing them closely, this book analyses the transmission and the
contents of the accounts. It shows that by understanding clearly the interaction in early Islam between written
and oral modes of transmission, and by the judicious sieving of the accounts, as well as the lines of
transmission, we can sometimes reach back to that generation of Muslims who though not themselves
witness to the events were younger contemporaries of those who were. Establishing a solid basis for the
informed study of Muhammad'’ s biography and adding to the ongoing debate, this book will appeal to
scholars of early Islam, history and theology.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Gregor Schoeler has been the chair of Islamic Studies at the University of Basel since 1982. His recent
publications include Al-Ma arri: Paradies und Hdlle, Munich, 2002 (German trandlation of the first part of
al-Ma arri’ s Risdlat a-Ghufran), and Volume 4 of the Diwan of Abl Nuwas, Beirut 2003, and The Oral and
the Written in Early Islam, London and New Y ork 2006, and The Genesis of Literature in Islam: From the
Aural to the Read, Edinburgh 20009.

Uwe Vagelpohl is a project researcher in the department of Classics and Ancient History at the University of
Warwick. His research focuses on translation as a medium of cultural communication and transformation in
late antiquity and the Middle Ages.

James E. Montgomery is Professor of Classical Arabic, Staff Fellow and Director of Studiesin Asian and
Middle Eastern Studies (Arabic) at Trinity Hall College, Cambridge, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
LuisMartin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge
Studiesin Classical Islam). Try to face the book The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity
(Routledge Studiesin Classical Islam) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Angel Huitt:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their sparetimeto take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book digible The Biography of
Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical Iam)? Maybe it isto be best activity
for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?



Micheal Mata;

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and
Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical 1slam) can be good book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

James Hender son:

This The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge Studiesin Classical Isam) is great
reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole detailsin
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge
Studiesin Classical Islam) in your hand like having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide
aready do that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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