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Germany's surprise attack on June 22, 1941, shocked a Soviet Union woefully
unprepared to defend itself. The day before the attack, the Red Army still
comprised the world's largest fighting force. But by the end of the year, four and
a half million of its soldiers lay dead. This new study, based on formerly
classified Soviet archival material and neglected German sources, reveals the
truth behind this national catastrophe.

Drawing on evidence never before seen in the West-including combat records of
early engagements-David Glantz claims that in 1941 the Red Army was poorly
trained, inadequately equipped, ineptly organized, and consequently incapable of
engaging in large-scale military campaigns and that both Hitler and Stalin knew
it. He provides the most complete and convincing study of why the Soviets
almost lost the war that summer, dispelling many of the myths about the Red
Army that have persisted since the war and soundly refuting Viktor Suvorov's
controversial thesis that Stalin was planning a preemptive strike against
Germany.

Stumbling Colossus describes the Red Army's command leadership, mobilization
and war planning, intelligence activities, and active and reserve combat
formations. It includes the first complete Order of Battle of Soviet forces on the
eve of the German attack, documents the strength of Soviet armored forces
during the war's initial period, and reproduces the first available texts of actual
Soviet war plans. It also provides biographical sketches of Soviet officers and
tells how Stalin's purges of the late 1930s left the Red Army leadership almost
decimated.

At a time when blame for the war in eastern Europe is being laid with a fallen
regime, Glantz's book sets the record straight on the Soviet Union's readiness-and
willingness-to fight. Boasting an extensive bibliography of Soviet and German
sources, Stumbling Colossus is a convincing study that overshadows recent
revisionist history and one that no student of World War II can ignore.
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Germany's surprise attack on June 22, 1941, shocked a Soviet Union woefully unprepared to defend itself.
The day before the attack, the Red Army still comprised the world's largest fighting force. But by the end of
the year, four and a half million of its soldiers lay dead. This new study, based on formerly classified Soviet
archival material and neglected German sources, reveals the truth behind this national catastrophe.

Drawing on evidence never before seen in the West-including combat records of early engagements-David
Glantz claims that in 1941 the Red Army was poorly trained, inadequately equipped, ineptly organized, and
consequently incapable of engaging in large-scale military campaigns and that both Hitler and Stalin knew it.
He provides the most complete and convincing study of why the Soviets almost lost the war that summer,
dispelling many of the myths about the Red Army that have persisted since the war and soundly refuting
Viktor Suvorov's controversial thesis that Stalin was planning a preemptive strike against Germany.

Stumbling Colossus describes the Red Army's command leadership, mobilization and war planning,
intelligence activities, and active and reserve combat formations. It includes the first complete Order of
Battle of Soviet forces on the eve of the German attack, documents the strength of Soviet armored forces
during the war's initial period, and reproduces the first available texts of actual Soviet war plans. It also
provides biographical sketches of Soviet officers and tells how Stalin's purges of the late 1930s left the Red
Army leadership almost decimated.

At a time when blame for the war in eastern Europe is being laid with a fallen regime, Glantz's book sets the
record straight on the Soviet Union's readiness-and willingness-to fight. Boasting an extensive bibliography
of Soviet and German sources, Stumbling Colossus is a convincing study that overshadows recent revisionist
history and one that no student of World War II can ignore.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book represents the most thorough and intensive examination of the state of the Red Army in 1941 yet
to appear. It investigates every aspect of the Soviet military establishment, command, deployment,
mobilization, reserves, the Soviet soldier himself, and above all, combat readiness, using Soviet and German
archives. Glantz’s evidence is unchallengeable, his sources unimpeachable, his conclusion
incontestable."—John Erickson, author of The Road to Stalingrad "Effectively refutes the charge—recently
rehabilitated by Viktor Suvorov in Icebreaker—that Stalin was secretly planning an offensive war against
Hitler during 1941. With his previous book When Titans Clashed and this latest contribution, David Glantz
has established firmly his reputation as the preeminent historian of the Soviet Army."—Mark von Hagen,
author of Soldiers in the Proletarian Dictatorship "An outstanding contribution and a must for any student of
the history of the Red Army and the Soviet Union’s role in the Second World War."—Malcolm
Mackintosh, author of Juggernaut: A History of Soviet Armed Forces

From the Back Cover
"This book represents the most thorough and intensive examination of the state of the Red Army in 1941 yet
to appear. It investigates every aspect of the Soviet military establishment, command, deployment,
mobilization, reserves, the Soviet soldier himself, and above all, combat readiness, using Soviet and German
archives. Glantz's evidence is unchallengeable, his sources unimpeachable, his conclusion incontestable."--
John Erickson, author of The Road to Stalingrad

"Effectively refutes the charge--recently rehabilitated by Viktor Suvorov in Icebreaker--that Stalin was
secretly planning an offensive war against Hitler during 1941. With his previous book When Titans Clashed
and this latest contribution, David Glantz has established firmly his reputation as the preeminent historian of
the Soviet Army."--Mark von Hagen, author of Soldiers in the Proletarian Dictatorship

"An outstanding contribution and a must for any student of the history of the Red Army and the Soviet
Union's role in the Second World War."--Malcolm Mackintosh, author of Juggernaut: A History of Soviet
Armed Forces

About the Author
David M. Glantz is the author or coauthor of numerous books including To the Gates of Stalingrad: Soviet-
German Combat Operations, April-August, 1942; Armageddon in Stalingrad: September-November 1942;
When Titans Clashed: How the Red Army Stopped Hitler; The Battle of Kursk; The Battle for Leningrad,
1941-1944; Zhukov's Greatest Defeat: The Red Army's Epic Disaster in Operation Mars, 1942; and
Colossus Reborn: The Red Army at War.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Stumbling



Colossus: The Red Army on the Eve of World War (Modern War Studies)? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Patricia Sax:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Stumbling Colossus: The Red Army on the Eve of World War (Modern War Studies).

Kevin Blais:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a e-book. The book Stumbling Colossus: The Red Army on the Eve of World War
(Modern War Studies) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price
is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Phyllis Walters:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find reserve that need more time to be learn. Stumbling Colossus: The Red Army on the Eve of World
War (Modern War Studies) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short
free time problems.
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