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The fierce and affecting memoir of a convicted murderer, whose growing self-
awareness enables him to understand his crime and achieve redemption. In 1980,
Kenneth Hartman murdered a homeless man in a Los Angeles park after a drug-
fueled binge. Sentenced to life without parole by the state of California, Hartman
was soon considered a potent force by the system’s most brutal convicts. To the
hellish chaos of a maximum-security prison he brought his own limitless
propensity for violence—he often spent months at a time in solitary confinement,
“the Hole.” After years in the cold embrace of the state prison system, Hartman
discovered a vocation for writing; he also met, through a chance phone call, the
woman he would marry and have a child by. With poignancy and self awareness,
Hartman chronicles the anarchy and brutish moral code that rules in some of the
world’s most infamous prisons, where physical punishment is the only form of
control. Over time, Hartman evolves into a sentient being; follows his newly
discovered spiritual and literary inclinations; and learns to deal with his
demanding responsibilities as a family man. The final chapter describes his
development of the Honor Program, which helps motivated prisoners escape the
ravages of incarceration. Mother California is the story of a man who did not
succumb to the darkness of the only world left to him. It offers definite proof that
there is no such thing as a life beyond redemption.
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The fierce and affecting memoir of a convicted murderer, whose growing self-awareness enables him to
understand his crime and achieve redemption. In 1980, Kenneth Hartman murdered a homeless man in a Los
Angeles park after a drug-fueled binge. Sentenced to life without parole by the state of California, Hartman
was soon considered a potent force by the system’s most brutal convicts. To the hellish chaos of a
maximum-security prison he brought his own limitless propensity for violence—he often spent months at a
time in solitary confinement, “the Hole.” After years in the cold embrace of the state prison system, Hartman
discovered a vocation for writing; he also met, through a chance phone call, the woman he would marry and
have a child by. With poignancy and self awareness, Hartman chronicles the anarchy and brutish moral code
that rules in some of the world’s most infamous prisons, where physical punishment is the only form of
control. Over time, Hartman evolves into a sentient being; follows his newly discovered spiritual and literary
inclinations; and learns to deal with his demanding responsibilities as a family man. The final chapter
describes his development of the Honor Program, which helps motivated prisoners escape the ravages of
incarceration. Mother California is the story of a man who did not succumb to the darkness of the only world
left to him. It offers definite proof that there is no such thing as a life beyond redemption.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kenneth E. Hartman has served over 34 continuous years in the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation on a life without the possibility of parole sentence. An award-winning writer and prison
reform activist, he helped establish the Honor Program at California State Prison-Los Angeles County. He is
currently leading a grassroots campaign to abolish life sentences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Miller:

This book untitled Mother California: A Story of Redemption Behind Bars to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Manuel Pina:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Mother California: A Story of Redemption Behind Bars your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Mother California: A Story of Redemption Behind Bars
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Nancy Steffen:

Mother California: A Story of Redemption Behind Bars can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge
in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Mother California: A Story of
Redemption Behind Bars although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.



Jimmy Dolce:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for
your requirements is Mother California: A Story of Redemption Behind Bars this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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