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Who are the people called Hoosiers? What are their stories? Two centuries ago,
on the Indiana frontier, they were settlers who created a way of life they passed
to later generations. They came to value individual freedom and distrusted
government, even as they demanded that government remove Indians, sell them
land, and bring democracy. Down to the present, Hoosiers have remained wary
of government power and have taken care to guard their tax dollars and their
personal independence. Yet the people of Indiana have always accommodated
change, exchanging log cabins and spinning wheels for railroads, cities, and
factories in the 19th century, automobiles, suburbs, and foreign investment in the
20th. The present has brought new issues and challenges, as Indiana's citizens
respond to a rapidly changing world. James H. Madison's sparkling new history
tells the stories of these Hoosiers, offering an invigorating view of one of
America's distinctive states and the long and fascinating journey of its people.
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Who are the people called Hoosiers? What are their stories? Two centuries ago, on the Indiana frontier, they
were settlers who created a way of life they passed to later generations. They came to value individual
freedom and distrusted government, even as they demanded that government remove Indians, sell them land,
and bring democracy. Down to the present, Hoosiers have remained wary of government power and have
taken care to guard their tax dollars and their personal independence. Yet the people of Indiana have always
accommodated change, exchanging log cabins and spinning wheels for railroads, cities, and factories in the
19th century, automobiles, suburbs, and foreign investment in the 20th. The present has brought new issues
and challenges, as Indiana's citizens respond to a rapidly changing world. James H. Madison's sparkling new
history tells the stories of these Hoosiers, offering an invigorating view of one of America's distinctive states
and the long and fascinating journey of its people.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is an entertaining and fast read by James Madison, Indiana's foremost historian..." ?Indianapolis Star

"We are all of us fortunate that James Madison, the greatest Indiana historian of our era, has continued to
research the people and events of the Indiana story and share his powerful insights about them. His latest
work provides both a fresh appraisal of our past and an evaluation of our recent direction. This valuable new
look at Indiana is a great gift that stands superbly alongside The Indiana Way, his seminal work of a quarter-
century ago. We all owe a debt to Professor Madison for enriching the conversation about where Indiana has
been and where we need to go." ?Randall T. Shepard, Chief Justice of Indiana (Ret.)

"Comprehensive and engagingly written, Hoosiers is the best one-volume history of the state." ?Nicole
Etcheson, Alexander M. Bracken Professor of History, Ball State University

"In Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana, James H. Madison offers readers a compelling, well-researched,
and highly readable narrative of Indiana and its people from the ice age to the twenty-first century. A
distinguished scholar, he paints a vivid portrait of Hoosier achievements and controversies, and provides a
nuanced understanding of the historical roots of Hoosier responses to current-day cultural, economic,
political, and social issues. A must-read for all students of Indiana history, this much-needed book brings the
state’s history to life for anyone seeking insight into the people who gave definition to the word 'Hoosiers.'"
?Joanne E. Passet, Professor of History Emerita, Indiana University East

"Jim Madison, without question the most careful and objective historian the state of Indiana has ever had,
has produced what will be for this generation the definitive history of the Hoosier state." ?Thomas Hamm,
Professor of History, Earlham College

"Every Hoosier should want to read James H. Madison’s Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana.They will
learn about their history, for sure, but much more?about their traditions, culture, beliefs, the land itself, their
attitude toward government and freedom, their global connections, their heroes and villains, what they
should celebrate--even their shortcomings?and the ongoing changes in the Hoosier way of life. Indiana’s
past, present, and future all come together for the Hoosier reader in this remarkable and easily readable



volume." ?Lee H. Hamilton, former U.S. Representative (Indiana, 1965-1999); Director, the Center on
Congress at Indiana University

"James H. Madison’s brilliant new history of Indiana embodies the best of history writing.It’s comprehensive
not exhaustive, honest not harsh, complex but understandable, challenging but uplifting.Perfectly timed on
the eve of our bicentennial, Hoosiers paints a complex portrait of the distinctive Hoosier character and the
ongoing tug of war between tradition and change that has shaped the evolution of the state." ?Keira Amstutz,
President and CEO, Indiana Humanities

"Hoosiers [is] an engaging, valuable interpretation of one state's history that deserves attention from scholars
and the public." ?Journal of American History

"A towering achievement. Madison has produced a fresh, stimulating, user friendly, and definitive new
history.He captures the economic, political, social, and cultural diversity of Indiana and presents a richly
illustrated and documented history that makes room for ordinary people, outsiders, and dissenters." ?James
B. Lane, Emeritus Professor of History, IU Northwest

"This well-illustrated, clearly written, and suggestive history challenges the reader to delve more deeply into
a host of issues lightly discussed and which need further research." ?Middle West Review

"[A] broad mosaic of Indiana identity... while some pieces might not be pretty, nearly all of them are
intriguing in their complexity. And for forebears as with reading, we'll take intriguing over pretty any day."
?Indianapolis Monthly

About the Author

James H. Madison is the Thomas and Kathryn Miller Professor of History Emeritus, Indiana University
Bloomington. His books include Eli Lilly: A Life, 1885-1977; Slinging Doughnuts for the Boys: An
American Woman in World War II (IUP, 2007); The Indiana Way: A State History (IUP, 1986); and A
Lynching in the Heartland: Race and Memory in America. Madison serves on the boards of Indiana
Humanities and the Indiana Historical Society and is a member of the Indiana Bicentennial Commission. He
began teaching Indiana history in 1976 and has lectured and consulted widely on Indiana topics.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hector Hartung:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana. Try to make book
Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jill White:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Hoosiers: A New History of
Indiana book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Irene Robertson:

The event that you get from Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana is the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana instantly.

Todd Lyons:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the publication untitled Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana can be excellent book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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