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New Y ork in the 1960s was a hotbed for progressive causes of every stripe,
including women's liberation, civil rights, opposition to the Vietnam War--and
the Cuban Revolution. Fighting over Fidel brings this turbulent cultural moment
to life by telling the story of the New Y ork intellectuals who championed and
opposed Castro's revolution.

Setting his narrative against the backdrop of the ideological confrontation of the
Cold War and the breakdown of relations between Washington and Havana,
Rafael Rojas examines the lives and writings of such figures as Waldo Frank,
Carleton Beals, C. Wright Mills, Allen Ginsberg, Susan Sontag, Norman Mailer,
Eldridge Cleaver, Stokely Carmichael, and Jose Y glesias. He describes how
Castro's Cuba was hotly debated in publications such as the New York Times,
Village Voice, Monthly Review, and Dissent, and how Cuban socialism became a
rallying cry for groups such as the Beats, the Black Panthers, and the Hispanic

L eft.

Fighting over Fidel shows how intellectualsin New Y ork interpreted and wrote

about the Cuban experience, and how the Left's enthusiastic embrace of Castro's
revolution ended in bitter disappointment by the close of the explosive decade of
the 1960s.
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New Y ork in the 1960s was a hotbed for progressive causes of every stripe, including women's liberation,
civil rights, opposition to the Vietham War--and the Cuban Revolution. Fighting over Fidel bringsthis
turbulent cultural moment to life by telling the story of the New Y ork intellectuals who championed and
opposed Castro's revolution.

Setting his narrative against the backdrop of the ideological confrontation of the Cold War and the
breakdown of relations between Washington and Havana, Rafael Rojas examines the lives and writings of
such figures as Waldo Frank, Carleton Beals, C. Wright Mills, Allen Ginsberg, Susan Sontag, Norman
Mailer, Eldridge Cleaver, Stokely Carmichael, and Jose Y glesias. He describes how Castro's Cuba was hotly
debated in publications such as the New York Times, Village Voice, Monthly Review, and Dissent, and how
Cuban socialism became arallying cry for groups such as the Beats, the Black Panthers, and the Hispanic

L eft.

Fighting over Fidel shows how intellectualsin New Y ork interpreted and wrote about the Cuban experience,
and how the Left's enthusiastic embrace of Castro's revolution ended in bitter disappointment by the close of
the explosive decade of the 1960s.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Rojas has written an oddly captivating account of the Cuban revolution as a moment when . . . two worlds
clashed, when a political revolt in one nation upended intellectual forces in another. Rather than focus on
Fidel Castro, Che Guevara, John F. Kennedy or the other usual suspects of this Cold War era, Rojastells the
story of the left-wing academics, beat poets, Black Panthers and radical journalistsin the United States. . .
who initially embraced Cuba's transformations only to splinter over Castro's repression of individual
freedoms and the island's move toward the Soviet orbit."--Carlos L ozada, Washington Post

"Rojas uses Fighting Over Fidd to examine the wild crew of radical writers and |eft-wing thinkersin the
United States as they struggled to understand Castro. . . . Fighting Over Fidel is an important book, avital
book, in tracing the paths by which we arrived at our situation."--Joseph Bottum, Washington Free Beacon

"Considered together, the portraits of Fighting Over Fidel are rich and erudite, and the book arrives at an
important moment."--Patrick |ber, Los Angeles Review of Books

"Rojas's discussion of the American left-wing intellectual support for the Cuban Revolution is a stimulating
invitation to revisit aseminal period in the development of the US left."--Samuel Farber, Jacobin

From the Back Cover

"Rojas reminds us that our utopias are often inspired by other shores and that New Y ork and Havana have
had a deep and entangled intellectual past. Beautifully written, Fighting over Fidel evokes atime when
socialism had international horizons and could summon the energies of some of Americas leading
intellectuals."--Jeremy Adelman, author of Worldly Philosopher: The Odyssey of Albert O. Hirschman

"In the 1960s, Left politicsin the United States and revolutionary rule in Cuba combined to infuriate U.S.
anticommunist politicians, support Fidel Castro's government, and engage the Left in fabuloudly articulate
and endlessly fascinating polemics. Rojas insightfully examines the encounter by New Y ork's leading L eft
intellectuals with revolutionary Cuba, shedding light on the intertwining of American cultural politics and
the politics of culturein Cuba. A great read."--Jorge |. Dominguez, Harvard University

"Thisis an enlightening and brilliantly written book. Rojas shows how |eftist intellectuals in Americawho
wereinitially sympathetic to the Cuban Revolution became divided as it took on a Marxist-Leninist
perspective, and divided again when Castro aligned with the Soviets. | know of no other book on the subject
that covers so wide arange of intellectuals and activists."--Stanley Aronowitz, author of Taking It Big: C.
Wright Mills and the Making of Palitical Intellectuals

"Fighting over Fidel isasignificant work of scholarship. Rojas has done exhaustive research on this topic
and his book reflectsit."--Lisandro Pérez, coauthor of The Legacy of Exile: Cubansin the United States

About the Author
Rafael Rojasis professor at the Center for Research and Teaching in Economics in Mexico City. Heisone
of Cuba's most distinguished cultural critics and a renowned scholar of Latin American history.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Ybarra:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Fighting over Fidel: The New Y ork
Intellectuals and the Cuban Revolution, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Angela Dickens:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be go through.
Fighting over Fidel: The New Y ork Intellectuals and the Cuban Revolution can be your answer because it
can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Donald L ester:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Fighting over Fidel: The New Y ork
Intellectuals and the Cuban Revolution as well as others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science book, any other book likes Fighting over Fidel: The New Y ork Intellectuals and the Cuban
Revolution to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Kathy Donnélly:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It is called of book
Fighting over Fidel: The New Y ork Intellectuals and the Cuban Revolution. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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