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Drawing from the ideas of Michel Foucault, this book offers a critical
examination of today’s dominant discourse of educational leadership. Foucault’s
understanding of critique is as a ‘permanent’ ethos in which humans explore the
nature of their existence but at the same time query the limits imposed upon
them, and probe opportunities for increasing freedom. This book outlines the key
concepts in the work of Foucault, and demonstrates how his concepts of
discourse, power/knowledge, and governmentality offer an understanding of how
ideas of educational leadership and management have emerged, how they serve
to establish a discipline, and how they construct individuals – pupils, teachers,
and head teachers - in particular ideological ways.

The discourse of educational leadership and management not only represents a
specific means of ‘governing’ education but also calls for the development of
approved management and leadership skills and behaviours. The related focus on
cultivating, valuing, and rewarding effective leaders is eminently suited to
Foucauldian critique, which not only questions the basis for its assumptions and
norms, but also examines the way in which the subjects of ELMA - today’s
educational professionals - are both constructed by the discourse and are called
upon to shape themselves accordingly.

Included in the book:

- educational leadership as discourse
- educational leadership as discipline
- power and educational leadership
- governmentality and educational leadership.

By both applying theory and examining empirical exemplars, this volume offers
a challenge to dominant leadership discourse and suggests alternative
understandings of the field and approaches to practice. The book will be of value
to researchers and postgraduate students with an interest in educational
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leadership, management and administration, as well as to practitioners in the
school system.
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Drawing from the ideas of Michel Foucault, this book offers a critical examination of today’s dominant
discourse of educational leadership. Foucault’s understanding of critique is as a ‘permanent’ ethos in which
humans explore the nature of their existence but at the same time query the limits imposed upon them, and
probe opportunities for increasing freedom. This book outlines the key concepts in the work of Foucault, and
demonstrates how his concepts of discourse, power/knowledge, and governmentality offer an understanding
of how ideas of educational leadership and management have emerged, how they serve to establish a
discipline, and how they construct individuals – pupils, teachers, and head teachers - in particular ideological
ways.

The discourse of educational leadership and management not only represents a specific means of ‘governing’
education but also calls for the development of approved management and leadership skills and behaviours.
The related focus on cultivating, valuing, and rewarding effective leaders is eminently suited to Foucauldian
critique, which not only questions the basis for its assumptions and norms, but also examines the way in
which the subjects of ELMA - today’s educational professionals - are both constructed by the discourse and
are called upon to shape themselves accordingly.

Included in the book:

- educational leadership as discourse
- educational leadership as discipline
- power and educational leadership
- governmentality and educational leadership.

By both applying theory and examining empirical exemplars, this volume offers a challenge to dominant
leadership discourse and suggests alternative understandings of the field and approaches to practice. The
book will be of value to researchers and postgraduate students with an interest in educational leadership,
management and administration, as well as to practitioners in the school system.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Donald Gillies is Professor of Education Policy at York St John University, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Langford:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Educational
Leadership and Michel Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and
Administration) to read.

Willie Dominguez:

Typically the book Educational Leadership and Michel Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational Leadership,
Management and Administration) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Nolan Russell:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Educational Leadership and
Michel Foucault (Critical Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and Administration) which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Margaret Babin:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured



than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually Educational Leadership and Michel Foucault (Critical
Studies in Educational Leadership, Management and Administration). This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book
you can get many advantages.
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