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Discover the poet within! You've read poetry that has touched your heart, and
you'd like to improve your own writing technique. But even though you have
loads of inspiration, you're discovering that good instruction can be as elusive as
a good metaphor. The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Poetry will help you
compose powerful, emotion-packed poems that you can be proud of. You'll learn
simple explanations of poetry building blocks such as metaphor, imagery,
symbolism and stanzas; steps to the poetic process; easy-to-follow guidelines for
writing sonnets, sestinas, narrative poems and more; fun exercises to help you
master the basics of poetry writing; cliches and other poetry pitfalls to avoid;
advice on writers' conferences and workshops; tips on getting your poetry
published; good poems that will inspire your own work; strategies to beat writer's
block.
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Discover the poet within! You've read poetry that has touched your heart, and you'd like to improve your
own writing technique. But even though you have loads of inspiration, you're discovering that good
instruction can be as elusive as a good metaphor. The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Poetry will help you
compose powerful, emotion-packed poems that you can be proud of. You'll learn simple explanations of
poetry building blocks such as metaphor, imagery, symbolism and stanzas; steps to the poetic process; easy-
to-follow guidelines for writing sonnets, sestinas, narrative poems and more; fun exercises to help you
master the basics of poetry writing; cliches and other poetry pitfalls to avoid; advice on writers' conferences
and workshops; tips on getting your poetry published; good poems that will inspire your own work;
strategies to beat writer's block.
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Editorial Review

From the Author
Remember the excitement of writing that first haiku in fourth grade, how proud you were of counting those
syllables, 5-7-5, and having the poem come out just right? I do. I also remember writing a term paper on the
poet Robert Frost in 11th grade – I fell in love with his language and found myself intrigued with his tragic
history. I’ve been hooked on poetry ever since. I’ve made it a big part of my life.

If you’re reading this letter, chances are that you share a similar feeling. Once it gets into you, poetry has a
way of staying put. Poetry is an art whose fans and critics are also practitioners as well. Rarely does a fan of
classical music take up composing, or an art critic take up sculpting. But poetry is special. You can practice
it anywhere – at home, work, in prison, on a deserted island – provided you have a pencil and a scrap of
paper.

I believe that beginners first come to poetry as an art partly because they already own the tools to make it. If
you can read and write, chances are you also can pen a poem. But there’s a misconception that a pen and
paper is all you need. A great poem takes more than just the ability to form legible words with a ballpoint.
Much more.

This book will take you though the skills you require to become a good poet. I can’t promise you greatness
and fame, but I can promise you that you’ll learn the parts and pieces that make up a poem – the feeling and
inspiration are between you and your muse. You’ll also get practical advice on journaling, revision,
workshops, reading in public, poetry exercises, and the recognition most poets desire – publishing.

Are you going to find everything you need to know about poetry here? Well, no. But you’ll find more than a
start – this book will take you far beyond novice status if you practice along with the exercises and
suggestions – you may even find some great successes along the way.

From the Inside Flap
Discover the poet within!

You’re no idiot, of course. You’ve read poetry that has touched your heart, and you’d like to improve your
own writing technique. But even though you have loads of inspiration, you’re discovering that good
instruction can be as elusive as a good metaphor…

Don’t let your muse leave you! With loads of smart advice and helpful exercises, The Complete Idiot’s
Guide to Writing Poetry will help you compose powerful, emotion-packed poems that you can be proud of.
In this Complete Idiot’s Guide, you get:

Simple explanations of the building blocks of poetry metaphor, imagery, symbolism, stanzas and more.

A step-by-step guide to the poetic process—from your first inspiration to your poem’s last stanza.

Easy-to-follow guidelines for writing sonnets, sestinas, narrative poems, and more!

Straightforward descriptions of getting the most out of your creative process

Fun exercises to help you master the basics of poetry writing Idiot-proof advice on how to use many popular



poetic forms

You’ll also learn how to…

Write poems full of powerful imagery.
Decide whether or not to use rhyme in your poems.
Avoid clichés and other poetry pitfalls.
Revise your writing.
Start a reading series—or a poetry slam.
Get the most out of a writers’ conference.
Start a workshop.
Get your poems published.
Beat writers’ block.
Find good poems that will inspire your own work.
Read your own poetry aloud.

From the Back Cover
Discover the poet within! You've read poetry that has touched your heart, and you'd like to improve your
own writing technique. But even though you have loads of inspiration, you're discovering that good
instruction can be as elusive as a good metaphor. The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Poetry will help you
compose powerful, emotion-packed poems that you can be proud of. You'll learn simple explanations of
poetry building blocks such as metaphor, imagery, symbolism and stanzas; steps to the poetic process; easy-
to-follow guidelines for writing sonnets, sestinas, narrative poems and more; fun exercises to help you
master the basics of poetry writing; cliches and other poetry pitfalls to avoid; advice on writers' conferences
and workshops; tips on getting your poetry published; good poems that will inspire your own work;
strategies to beat writer's block.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Complete Idiot's Guide to
Writing Poetry? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Bobbi Gonzales:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Poetry,
you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Jon Gonzalez:

Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Poetry can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Complete Idiot's Guide to
Writing Poetry although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Tommy Worm:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Poetry can
be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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