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Childbirth in Republican China: Delivering Modernity (1911-1949) is the study
of apivotal period in which traditional midwifery, marked by private,

unregul ated old-style midwives, was transformed into modern midwifery through
the adoption of a highly medicalized and state-sponsored birth model that is
standard in urban Chinatoday. In the twentieth century, biomedical technologies
altered the process of childbirth on virtually every level. What had been a matter
of private interest, focusing on the family and lineage, became a national priority,
asymbol of the new citizen who would participate in the creation of arevitalized
nation. This transformation of reproduction coal esces with the broader story of
China's twentieth-century revolutions, marked by an emphasis on science and
modernity. The roles of the state and of western medical personnel were
paramount in affecting these changes, but equally important are the intense social
and cultural shiftsthat occurred simultaneously. The dominant themes of
reproduction in twentieth-century China are characterized by expanding state
involvement, shifting gender roles, escalating consumption patterns
accompanying the commercialization of private lives, and the increasing
medicalization of the birth process.
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Childbirth in Republican China: Delivering Modernity (1911-1949) is the study of a pivotal period in which
traditional midwifery, marked by private, unregulated old-style midwives, was transformed into modern
midwifery through the adoption of a highly medicalized and state-sponsored birth model that is standard in
urban Chinatoday. In the twentieth century, biomedical technologies altered the process of childbirth on
virtually every level. What had been a matter of private interest, focusing on the family and lineage, became
anational priority, asymbol of the new citizen who would participate in the creation of arevitalized nation.
This transformation of reproduction coal esces with the broader story of China's twentieth-century
revolutions, marked by an emphasis on science and modernity. The roles of the state and of western medical
personnel were paramount in affecting these changes, but equally important are the intense social and
cultura shiftsthat occurred simultaneously. The dominant themes of reproduction in twentieth-century
China are characterized by expanding state involvement, shifting gender roles, escal ating consumption
patterns accompanying the commercialization of private lives, and the increasing medicalization of the birth
process.
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Editorial Review

Review

Joining awave of interesting new studies of the entwined histories of medicine, gender, and the statein
modern China, this book focuses attention on the science of reproduction and on midwives and changesin
their profession in the 1920s and 1930s. Johnson (Saint Vincent College) argues that along process of
'medicalization’ of childbirth was initiated by Euro-American Christian missionaries in the late 19th century
and carried out more systematically by the nationalist and communist governments beginning in the 1920s.
Thus, the state claimed an increasingly significant role in the lives of women and their babies. Midwifery
was transformed from alocal practice to a standardized and regulated profession until being abolished in
1993. Johnson brings to light important archival material, as well as professional and popular literature on
reproduction and childbirth in early-20th-century China. Detailed accounts of the individuals and ingtitutions
responsible for this great transformation in Chinese lifeways and medical practice, aswell as carefully
chosen illustrations, enliven the book. Summing Up: Recommended. All leveldlibraries.

(CHOICE)

This well-researched book is an important addition to the literature on state-building and modernization in
modern China. Focusing on the introduction and devel opment of the biomedical birth model in the
Republican period, it provides a stimulating case study of the transformation of reproduction during a period
of far-reaching social, intellectual, and cultural changes. The author's careful and insightful analysis of the
issues of modernization, state-building, gender roles, consumer culture, and the medicalization of birth in
modern Chinais scholarly and commendable. The book will be of considerable value to historians of China
and medicine, sociologists, and anthropol ogists, as well as gender studies scholars. (Ka-che Yip, University
of Maryland, Baltimore County)

Thisrichly-detailed analysis is an important contribution to our understanding of the ways in which gender,
medicine, and state-building have historically intersected in modern China. Through a multi-faceted account
of the individuals and institutions who sought to reform traditional midwifery practices, Childbirthin
Republican China reveals how measures intended to improve women's status could also subject female
reproductive bodies to intensified government control. It is sure to become a standard reference in the field.
(Yi Li Wu, author of Reproducing Women: Medicine, Metaphor, and Childbirth in Late Imperial China)

About the Author
Tina Johnson is assistant professor of modern East Asian history at Saint Vincent College, Pennsylvania.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Hubbard:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply



because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Childbirth in Republican China:
Delivering Modernity to read.

Jennifer Bell:

Childbirth in Republican China: Delivering Modernity can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The
article author giving his’her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Childbirth in
Republican China: Delivering Modernity although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucia considering.

Terrance Oneal:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. Childbirth in Republican China: Delivering Modernity can be your answer since
it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Cynthia Olson:

The book untitled Childbirth in Republican China: Delivering Modernity contain alot of information on it.
The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice examine.
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