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"When I was eighteen, Uncle Sam told me he'd like me to put on a uniform and
go off to fight a guy by the name of Adolf. So I did."

When Alan Cope joined the army and went off to fight in World War II, he had
no idea what he was getting into. This graphic memoir is the story of his life
during wartime, a story told with poignant intimacy and matchless artistry.

Across a generation, a deep friendship blossomed between Alan Cope and
author/artist Emmanuel Guibert. From it, Alan's War was born – a graphic novel
that is a deeply personal and moving experience, straight from the heart of the
Greatest Generation – a unique piece of WWII literature and a ground-breaking
graphic memoir.
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name of Adolf. So I did."

When Alan Cope joined the army and went off to fight in World War II, he had no idea what he was getting
into. This graphic memoir is the story of his life during wartime, a story told with poignant intimacy and
matchless artistry.

Across a generation, a deep friendship blossomed between Alan Cope and author/artist Emmanuel Guibert.
From it, Alan's War was born – a graphic novel that is a deeply personal and moving experience, straight
from the heart of the Greatest Generation – a unique piece of WWII literature and a ground-breaking graphic
memoir.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Guibert writes and draws for American G.I. Alan Cope in this poignant and frank graphic
memoir of young soldier who was told to serve his country in WWII and how it changed him forever. When
he first enters Fort Knox at 18, he is young and impressionable, more of a dreamer than the military type.
Slowly, Cope grows through his experiences in the war. He forges candid friendships with his fellow soldiers
and remains ever insightful in his recollections of the war and his life afterward. Together, Cope and Guibert
forge a story that resonates with humanity. Guibert's illustrations capture the time period vividly. While the
subject matter is familiar from many wartime memoirs, Guibert's fluid, simple but assured linework captures
the personalities of Cope and his friends, elevating the material to a far more affecting level. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Grade 10 Up—Cope was a paper delivery boy in California in 1941 when Pearl Harbor was bombed. A
couple of years later, at 18, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and shipped off to Europe. In 1994, he met
cartoonist Guibert and recounted his wartime experiences and what he'd thought of them during the
intervening years. The resulting book—published in France a year after Cope's death in 1999—puts readers
nearly inside the skin of a young man who learns to deal with Army regulations, a number of Western
cultures, friendships, and what turned out to be a lifelong exploration of life's possible meanings. Guibert
allows Cope to speak directly from the pages, where the images he is describing unfold in small, neat panels
in which grays, black line, and open white space provide details of expression, furnishings, the open
countryside, and military equipment. Guibert and Cope are well matched and compelling as storytellers.
There is no central dramatic moment here—Cope's major wartime work involved neither attacks nor
defenses—but the complete honesty offers insights and answers often omitted in war stories. Cope becomes
so real that, as he ages across the final quarter of the book, teens will stay involved with how his youthful
experiences and ideals colored his mature choices and memories.—Francisca Goldsmith, Halifax Public
Libraries, Nova Scotia
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
After churning out a series of popular children’s books, French graphic artist Guibert recently detoured into
biography. His chronicle of reporter Didier Lefevre in Afghanistan, The Photographer (in three volumes, so
far), won several awards and raised the bar for Guibert’s versatile drawing skills. The unlikely subject of his
latest biography is World War II veteran Alan Cope, an American retiree living in France, with whom
Guibert developed a close friendship in the early 1990s. Cope’s charismatic demeanor and storytelling
penchant gradually put a spell on Guibert, inspiring him to capture Cope’s life in a fascinating tapestry of
illustrated anecdotes, reproduced letters, and photographs. Cope, it turns out, saw very little action during his
extended European tour in the latter half of the war, yet his peculiar misadventures as a radio operator, tank
gunner, and chaplain’s assistant carry their own appeal. His encounters with temperamental officers,
friendships with fellow soldiers and German musicians, and struggles to find work in post-war France reveal
a fascinating side of wartime life rarely seen in military films or history books. --Carl Hays

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


James Stewart:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Alan's War: The Memories of G.I. Alan Cope. Try to make book
Alan's War: The Memories of G.I. Alan Cope as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Samantha Flowers:

The ability that you get from Alan's War: The Memories of G.I. Alan Cope could be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but Alan's War: The Memories of G.I. Alan Cope giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Alan's War: The Memories of G.I. Alan
Cope instantly.

Concepcion Shaw:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Alan's War: The Memories of G.I. Alan Cope this reserve consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Annie Rose:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list is actually Alan's War: The Memories of G.I. Alan Cope. This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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