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Georges Bataille presents the case of the most infamous villain of the Middle
Ages: Gilles de Rais. Fascinated with the depths of human experience–the
meeting points of sexuality, violence, ritual, spirituality, and death–Bataille
examines with dispassionate clarity the legendary crimes, trials and confessions
of this grotesque and still-horrifying 15th-century child-murderer, sadist,
alchemist, necrophile and practitioner of the Black Arts.

Gilles de Rais began his remarkable career as lieutenant to the devout martyr and
saint Joan of Arc; after her execution, he fled to his estates in the countryside of
France, where he began to ritually slaughter hundreds of children. After his arrest
and subsequent trials, he was hanged and burned at Nantes, France on October
25, 1440. The latter section of The Trial of Gilles de Rais consists of the actual
ecclesiastical and secular trial transcripts, annotated by Bataille, and translated
from the ecclesiastical Latin by Pierre Klossowski.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book about the notorious 15th-century serial killer of young children, written by France's famous
connoisseur of transgression–the man the surrealist André Breton labeled an 'excremental
philosopher'–represents a marriage not made in heaven, perhaps, but surely nowhere on this earth ... the fact
is that The Trial of Gilles de Rais gives us Bataille at his most accessible–he had been trained as a
medievalist librarian, after all–and is probably, taken in its entirety, the best thing now available in English
on one of the most bizarre figures in European history." -- New York Times Book Review

About the Author
Georges Bataille

Richard Robinson

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

The book The Trial of Gilles De Rais gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Trial of Gilles De Rais to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The
Trial of Gilles De Rais. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Wesley Jerkins:

The Trial of Gilles De Rais can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Trial of Gilles De Rais although doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

David Beall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Trial of Gilles De Rais reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Trial of Gilles De Rais as good book not



merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Erin Kizer:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Trial of Gilles De Rais or maybe
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other
book likes The Trial of Gilles De Rais to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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