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For Lobbi, the tragic passing of his mother proves to be a profound catalyst.
Their shared love of tending rare roses in her greenhouse inspires him to leave
his studies behind and travel to a remote village monastery to restore its once
fabulous gardens. While transforming the garden under the watchful eye of a
cinephile monk, he is surprised by a visit from Anna, a friend of a friend with
whom he shared a fateful moment in his mother’s greenhouse, and the daughter
they together conceived that night. In caring for both the garden and the little girl,
Lobbi slowly begins to assume the varied and complex roles of a man:
fatherhood with a deep relationship with his child, cooking, nurturing, and
remaining also a son, brother, lover, and…a gardener. A story about the heartfelt
search for beauty in life, The Greenhouse is a touching reminder of our ability to
turn the small things in everyday life into the extraordinary.
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For Lobbi, the tragic passing of his mother proves to be a profound catalyst. Their shared love of tending rare
roses in her greenhouse inspires him to leave his studies behind and travel to a remote village monastery to
restore its once fabulous gardens. While transforming the garden under the watchful eye of a cinephile monk,
he is surprised by a visit from Anna, a friend of a friend with whom he shared a fateful moment in his
mother’s greenhouse, and the daughter they together conceived that night. In caring for both the garden and
the little girl, Lobbi slowly begins to assume the varied and complex roles of a man: fatherhood with a deep
relationship with his child, cooking, nurturing, and remaining also a son, brother, lover, and…a gardener. A
story about the heartfelt search for beauty in life, The Greenhouse is a touching reminder of our ability to
turn the small things in everyday life into the extraordinary.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A Q&A with Audur Ava Olafsdottir

Question: Are you a gardener yourself, or are the references to growth and
cultivation in The Greenhouse intended as a metaphor for the protagonist’s own
growth and self-realization?

Audur Ava Olafsdottir: I would like to be a gardener like my protagonist, Lobbi--"silent in the soil," so to
speak. But really, I am just an author using my imagination as a tool. While I was writing The Greenhouse,
my own garden in Reykjavik was neglected.

Q: What inspired you to get inside the head of a twentysomething man?

AAO: The novel tells the story of a very young father who is "practically brought up in a greenhouse" and
has three main interests in life: sex, death, and cultivating roses. The story focuses on his many complex
roles as a son, a twin brother, a lover, and a father. I was particularly interested in fatherhood, which is in
many ways an abstract experience--especially when you have a child with a stranger, like Lobbi does--
compared to the woman's experience of giving birth. I like to play with traditional gender roles by talking
about male sensitivity.

Q: Lobbi tries to move on after his mother's death by taking a journey to restore the gardens of a remote
monastery. Is the monastery he visits based on a real place?

AAO: Many people have asked me where the beautiful rose garden in the story is. I answer that the
possibility of creating a garden and making it real is always there if you can make it grow in the reader's
mind. That's how fiction works. My Lobbi is traveling through an unnamed country. As in all fictional
travels, the narrator becomes acquainted with himself, rather than with a place.

Q: Through Lobbi's grief-stricken eyes after the death of his mother, you paint Iceland as barren and desolate
place. But how would you describe the country yourself?

AAO: The natural landscape is breathtaking. It is like being lost in space or in infinity, and it gives you the
feeling of total freedom. Being an Icelander also means being part of a small community of 317,000 people
and being constantly confronted with the unpredictable: weather, volcanic eruptions, bankruptcy. Being an
Icelandic writer means expressing myself in a marginal language that no one understands.

Q: You have a degree in art history and also work as a curator. How did you get into writing? Does your eye
for art give you a different perspective?

AAO: I think the main impact of working full-time as an art historian is that there's a longer gap between



books. But thousands of pictures have gone through my mind, and they probably have some influence on my
writing. There's often a picture in my mind as a starting point, but while I'm writing, it disappears beneath
layers of text.

My view of the world has always been slightly skewed. Then, out of nowhere, I had this urge to create
fictitious worlds with their own laws. Maybe it comes from a strong need for freedom. Like many writers, I
want the world to be different, and writing novels is my small contribution to that.

Q: Lobbi and Anna's daughter is an angelic creature--easy to care for and a positive influence on others. But
you’re a mother, and you know that child rearing can be far from easy. Why did you portray the baby that
way?

AAO: Is not any child a miracle and fatherhood a wonderful opportunity?

From Booklist
Following the death of his mother, whose beloved greenhouse was home to rare roses, 22-year-old Lobbi
leaves his elderly father and autistic twin brother behind in his native Iceland to take a job restoring a
medieval rose garden at a European monastery. He is also leaving behind Flora Sol, his infant daughter, the
result of a meaningless one-night-stand with Anna, a young woman determined to pursue her university
degree in spite of her single motherhood. Arriving at the monastery after a tempestuous journey that involves
unexpected surgery and an otherworldly drive through mystical forests, Lobbi adjusts to his new life, where
he engages in self-contemplation with the help of a monk who is most comfortable giving advice through the
viewing of movies. When Anna and Flora Sol suddenly appear, Lobbi is finally able to appreciate what it
means to be a father and son, friend and tender of souls, both human and floral. Buoyed by FitzGibbon’s
luminous translation, Olafsdottir’s internationally award-winning tale is a melancholy yet moving portrait of
a young man struggling to make sense of unconventional relationships and responsibilities. — Carol Haggas

Review
2010 Winner of the Prix de Page for Best European Novel of the Year (France)
2011 Winner of the Quebec Booksellers’ Prize (Canada)
2007 Winner of the DV Culture Award (Iceland)
Shortlisted for the Prix Femina (France)
“One of the most unexpected and greatest discoveries of the year.” —Le Parisien

“The Greenhouse is a rare book, full of beauty. After opening the book I was unable to put it down, entirely
captivated by its enchanting style.” – Le Page

“A revelation.”—Le Monde

“[An] entertaining read.”—The Complete Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Greenhouse. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The Greenhouse.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Hubbard:

This The Greenhouse book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Greenhouse without we
know teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The
Greenhouse can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Greenhouse having excellent arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rosemary Till:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book
that need more time to be learn. The Greenhouse can be your answer since it can be read by you actually
who have those short time problems.

Nora Emerson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Greenhouse is simple to deliver you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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