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Itis 1946, ayear after the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and World War
Il isover. But the U.S. government has decided that further tests of atomic
bombs must be conducted. When Bikini Atoll is chosen for the testing site, the
inhabitants of the tiny island are told they must relocate for just two years. But
sixteen-year-old Sorry Rinamu believes the Americans are lying and that it will
never be safe to return. He must find away to stop the first bomb beforeit is
dropped . . . even if it meansrisking his own destruction.

Includes areader's guide and an author's note.
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Itis 1946, ayear after the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and World War 1l is over. But the U.S.

government has decided that further tests of atomic bombs must be conducted. When Bikini Atoll is chosen

for the testing site, the inhabitants of thetiny island are told they must relocate for just two years. But

sixteen-year-old Sorry Rinamu believes the Americans are lying and that it will never be safe to return. He

must find away to stop the first bomb before it is dropped . . . even if it means risking his own destruction.
Includes areader's guide and an author's note.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In 1946, Taylor (The Cay) served aboard the USS Sumner, part of a naval team that set the stage for post-
war atomic and hydrogen-weapons testings near Bikini Atoll in the Pacific-experiences at the crux of this
heart-wrenching novel. As Taylor tellsit, the Bikini natives live simply in accordance with age-old customs,
taking all they need to subsist from the land and the sea. World War Il intrudes when Japanese soldiers
establish aweather station in their pristine village. Then, when U.S. Marines capture theisland in the
"Battle" of Bikini (a misnomer, since the Japanese killed themselves rather than be taken prisoner), the
islanders hold a celebration. Little do they know that the same government that has liberated them from the
hated Japanese will shatter the peace forever, convincing them to vacate their idyllic residence, placing them
in the medias invasive, insensitive spotlight and rendering their homeland uninhabitable. Three very real and
likable characters-a courageous 14-year-old boy; his outspoken uncle, who after years away returnsto the
island with insight into modern society; and the island's perceptive schoolteacher-underscore the tragedy. A
haunting, soundly researched work. Ages 12-up.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-10?Sorry Rinamu is a teenager who lives on Bikini Atoll. Shortly after the Americans liberate his
island in 1944, the Americans decide to useit as a site for atomic testing. With the promise that people could
return to their island in two years?and contrary to the objections of Sorry's Uncle Abram, who argues that it
would never again be safe to inhabit?the islanders agree to the plan. When Abram dies suddenly, Sorry vows
to fulfill hisuncle's intention to stop the tests and is joined by several others. But a serious misudgment
leads the young man and his companions to be blown up during the test. Taylor takes readers on an
absorbing excursion, offering vivid descriptions, rich details of Micronesian culture, and a poignant contrast
between the peaceful tranquility of the Marshall 1slands and the industrialized West. The plot moves briskly
with the tension of heroic confrontation. Readers will be challenged with the issues of war, the ethics of
nuclear weapons, and the destruction of ancient cultures.?Tim Rausch, Crescent View Middle School,
Sandy, UT

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 77-10. Sorry will soon turn 14, the traditional age for becoming a man on Bikini Atoll in the Pacific. The
Japanese occupation has made hislife and the lives of the other islanders more difficult, with the constant
threat of violence and demands for food. The "kindly" Americans who rescue the island from the Japanese
decide that the place will be perfect for testing their new weapon, the atom bomb. The islanders agreeto
move for atime to another island while the Americans make their preparations, but Sorry and his uncle are
convinced that the moveis not as temporary as other islanders believe. When Uncle Abram dies of a heart
attack, Sorry decidesto carry out his uncle's plan: he will paint his boat red and stop the bombing. At the
beginning of each chapter, Taylor enumerates a step in the history of the bomb, building tension by
presenting historical facts side by side with the fictional tale until the book's devastating conclusion. He ends
with a"factual epilogue” that describes the results of the first bomb test, the failure of the new island to
support the Bikinians, and the islanders’ aborted attempt to return to their home in 1969. Taylor avoids the
pitfall of making the islanders saintly and their life idyllic, letting readers know that they were ordinary
people whose heritage and home were stripped from them. An author's note tells about Taylor's own visit to
Bikini as an officer on the USS Sumner at the time the island was being prepared. Writing simply but
powerfully, he has passed his memories on to generations who only associate bikini with swimsuit. Susan


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Dove Lempke

Users Review

From reader reviews:
James Shipp:

Exactly why? Because this The Bomb is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of rewards
than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Doris Stanford:

The Bomb can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Bomb athough doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Judith Mandel:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The
Bomb which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Lynda Alford:

That book can make you to fed relax. Thiskind of book The Bomb was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The Bomb has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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