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As news of war and terror dominates the headlines, scientist Malcolm Potts and
veteran journalist Thomas Hayden take a step back to explain it all. In the spirit
of Guns, Germs and Steel, Sex and War asks the basic questions: Why is war so
fundamental to our species? And what can we do about it?

Malcolm Potts explores these questions from the frontlines, as a witness to war-
torn countries around the world. As a scientist and obstetrician, Potts has worked
with governments and aid organizations globally, and in the trenches with
women who have been raped and brutalized in the course of war. Combining
their own experience with scientific findings in primatology, genetics, and
anthropology, Potts and Hayden explain war’s pivotal position in the human
experience and how men in particular evolved under conditions that favored gang
behavior, rape, and organized aggression. Drawing on these new insights, they
propose a rational plan for making warfare less frequent and less brutal in the
future.

Anyone interested in understanding human nature, warfare, and terrorism at their
most fundamental levels will find Sex and War to be an illuminating work, and
one that might change the way they see the world.
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Malcolm Potts explores these questions from the frontlines, as a witness to war-torn countries around the
world. As a scientist and obstetrician, Potts has worked with governments and aid organizations globally,
and in the trenches with women who have been raped and brutalized in the course of war. Combining their
own experience with scientific findings in primatology, genetics, and anthropology, Potts and Hayden
explain war’s pivotal position in the human experience and how men in particular evolved under conditions
that favored gang behavior, rape, and organized aggression. Drawing on these new insights, they propose a
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Editorial Review

Review
"Worth reading, and arguing about." --"The Toronto Star"

About the Author

Malcolm Potts, MB, BChir, PhD, FRCOG, is the Bixby Professor at the University of California,
Berkeley. A graduate of Cambridge University and trained as an obstetrician and research biologist, his
profession has taken him all over the world. Potts led a medical team into Bangladesh immediately after the
War of Liberation in 1972, and he has worked in many other war-torn places including Vietnam and
Cambodia, Afghanistan, Egypt, the Gaza Strip, Liberia, and Angola. His most recent books are Queen
Victoria’s Gene and Ever Since Adam and Eve: The Evolution of Human Sexuality.

Thomas Hayden is a freelance journalist who writes frequently about science, medicine, and culture.
Formerly a staff writer at Newsweek and US News & World Report, his articles and reviews have appeared in
more than 20 publications, including National Geographic, Nature, and The Washington Post. He is
coauthor of On Call in Hell: A Doctor’s Iraq War Story, a 2007 national bestseller. He lives in San Francisco
with his wife and fellow writer, Erika Check Hayden.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Beckman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Sex and War: How Biology Explains Warfare
and Terrorism and Offers a Path to a Safer World guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
question Sex and War: How Biology Explains Warfare and Terrorism and Offers a Path to a Safer World as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate
book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Frank:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Sex and War: How Biology Explains Warfare and Terrorism and Offers a Path to a Safer World
offer you a new experience in studying a book.



Bert Ferguson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Sex and War: How Biology Explains Warfare and Terrorism and Offers a Path to a Safer World.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from
one place to other place.

Donna Johnson:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Sex and War: How Biology Explains Warfare and Terrorism and Offers a Path to a Safer
World we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with this book Sex and War: How Biology Explains Warfare and Terrorism and Offers a
Path to a Safer World. You can more desirable than now.
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