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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

It all began with agreat idea ... and the inspiring original story of the Baby-sitters Club is back! Kristy
Thomas's brilliant business plan gets off to a great start with the help of Claudia Kishi (vice-president), Mary
Anne Spier (secretary), and Stacey McGill (treasurer).

Amazon Exclusive I nteview with Author Ann M. Martin

Q: It's been a decade since the last Baby-sitters Club books came out, and
24 years since the first book was published. What was it like to come back
to the BSC after so many years away?

Martin: | had agreat time re-visiting the characters. It was fun to explore
their livesin the prequel, “"The Summer Before," and to figure out what
led the girls to form The Baby-sitters Club, something that would
eventually change their lives. It was like a reunion with friends--friends
ho haven't changed a bit.

,_1 Q: Kristy, Claudia, Mary Anne, and Stacey are very different characters,
; ™ whichisin part why the serieswas and is till so popular. Every reader can
/['/ ’;’/J : relate to at least one of the characters. So, we have to ask you--which

~ character are you most like?

Martin: I am most like Mary Anne who isthe shy and quiet one. Like me, Mary Anne enjoys more solitary
pursuits such as reading and needlework. My favorite character, however, isKristy. | think she's my alter

€go.

Q: Wereyou alowed to baby-sit when you were twelve? If so, were they any funny or awful stories you'd
liketo share?

Martin: Yes, | did alot of baby-sitting when | was twelve. One of the worst and also funniest things that
ever happened was when | was baby-sitting for our neighbors and the kids wanted to wash their parents' car.
They started the job with much enthusiasm--using Brillo pads.

Q: More than 200 BSC books were published in the eighties and nineties. Are there any that you are
particularly fond of and why?

Martin: My favorite Baby-sitters Club book is "Kristy's Great Idea," which isthe first book and setsthe
seriesin mation. | also like the more serious books such as "Claudia and the Sad Good-bye," which deals
with the death of Claudia s grandmother. This book was written shortly after my own grandmother died. My
other favorite BSC books include “Kristy and the Secret of Susan,” in which the members of the BSC baby-
sit for achild with autism, and "Jessi's Secret Language" in which the girlslearn American Sign Language in
order to communicate with a sitting charge with profound hearing impairment.

Q: Why do you think that the seriesis so well-loved and has endured over so many years?



Martin: | think the charactersin the BSC books are easily relatable. The books deal with timeless topics
including friendship, family, and school. Also, the books tackle serious issues including racism, bullying,
kids with disabilities (physical and mental), and death of aloved one. These issues were relevant to kidsin
the 1980s and 1990s, and are still relevant to kids today. In addition to being relatable, these are characters
readers can aspire to. The kids run a business--in this case, a baby-sitting business. They are entrepreneurial,
independent, creative, and confident. And at the heart of the seriesis the friendship--the "glue" that binds
these characters. Sure, they have fights, but they're loyal and they support one another. | think alot of us--
even adults--can relate to that.

Q: "The Summer Before" takes place during the summer before the girls enter the seventh grade--where
suddenly there's aton of pressureto fit in. The months leading up to it can be filled with anxiety, excitement,
and anticipation. Do you remember how you spent the summer before seventh grade?

Martin: | was nervous that summer because in thefall | would be going to a new school — the junior high
(thiswas in the time before middle schools). Even the words "junior high" seemed terribly grown-up. My
friends and | would be attending school with eighth-graders, who were one step away from high school. |
spent that summer reading, going to the community pool, taking afamily trip to Cape May, New Jersey,
doing some baby-sitting, and also recovering from surgery. But the knowledge that | would soon be in junior
high school colored every day and every activity and did lend the summer an air of both anxiety and
anticipation.

Q: Despite the fun the girls have together in " The Summer Before,” they're all dealing with pretty tough
problems—moving away, an absentee father, afirst crush. How did you choose the issues you wanted to
focus on?

Martin: One of my favorite things about writing a series was that the characters themselves generated plot
ideas for later books. One of the themes that developed as the series progressed was that of Kristy's
relationship with her father. It was an idea | enjoyed exploring, and when | had the opportunity to write the
prequel | realized that this summer would be a charged time for Kristy, and that | could introduce the issues
she had with her father here; then they could unfold in the later books. The same applied to Stacey. Her
reasons for moving to Stoneybrook had been reveaed in later books, but | realized that during this particular
summer the reader could actually watch the events take place. The other issues—afirst crush, wanting more
independence yet still feeling like a kid--are themes that | felt would resonate with most "tween" readers.

Q: Even though the books have been out of print for ten years there are still some very devoted fans. Surely
you must have received aton of letters about the series over the years. Are there any that stick out in your
mind?

Martin: The most memorable are stories of girls who have written to me and told me that I’ ve made an
impact on their lives, that The Baby-sitters Club books have turned them into readers. Some have aso said
that the BSC books made them aspire to become writers. I've aso heard from alot of the original fans who
grew up to become teachers, librarians, editors, journalists, entrepreneurs, etc. To know that this series
inspired a generation of readers and writersis very humbling.

Q: There' sbeen alot of speculation in the blogosphere about where Claudia, Kristy, Mary Ann, and Stacey
would be now, in 2010, had they grown up. Do you have any thoughts on what path each would have taken?

Martin: | understand the fascination of the older BSC fans who would like to know what happened with the
characters when they got older. It’ sthrilling to realize that after all these years the fans remain passionate



about the books and the charactersin The Baby-sitters Club. | can see Kristy running a business--1 can also
see her being in palitics. | think Mary Anne became ateacher. | imagine Stacey went into fashion--not as a
designer, but maybe on the business side. And Claudia became an artist. | think fans can fill in for the rest of
the characters!

From School Library Journal

Grade 4-7-This graphic-novel version of a popular series describes how the Baby-Sitters Club was formed,
focusing on the girls' friendships and some of their amusing jobs. Subplots include Kristy's gradual
acceptance of her mother's boyfriend and their eventual engagement and Stacy's medical problem (readers
may think it's anorexia, but it isreally diabetes). The black-and-white cartoons are clear and uncluttered, and
the language is simple enough for slow or reluctant readers.—Ronnie Gordon, Brooklyn Public Library, NY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 4-6. Kristy's Great |dea (1986), the first in Martin's hugely popular Baby-Sitters Club series (which grew
to more than 100 titles and generated both a TV series and a movie), returns in a successful graphic novel
makeover. Comics artist Telgemeier's clean-lined, black-and-white art with stark black details nicely
differentiates the four personable seventh-graders who parlay their babysitting experience into a business:
artsy Claudia; overprotected Mary; Stacy, the girl with a secret; and clever, outspoken Kristy, who willingly
supports her friends but refuses to give her mother an inch when it comes to a new stepfather. The story has
been effectively trimmed to accommodate the format (Kristy's actions and feglings are the focus), but there's
still plenty of content, comedy, action, and emotion--in both the text and the art--as the kids cope with feisty
toddlers and personal problems and fight with and help one another, while modeling right behavior and the
ups and downs of friendship. It's easy to see how this could evolve into a series of its own. Stephanie Zvirin
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Abel Mulholland:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Kristy's Great Idea
(The Baby-Sitter's Club #1). All type of book can you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet
sources or other social media

Gerri Pettit:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asit isknown to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) had been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) is not only giving you alot
more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-
Sitter's Club #1). Y ou never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Eric Hempel:

The guide untitled Kristy's Great | dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) is the publication that recommended to
you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of analysis when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the
e-book of Kristy's Great Idea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Carolyn Charles:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this al time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Download and Read OnlineKristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's
Club #1) By Ann M. Martin #Z9JACOFKLW4



Read Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M.
Martin for online ebook

Kristy's Great Idea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M. Martin Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books
to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to

read Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M. Martin books to read online.

OnlineKristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M. Martin ebook PDF
download

Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M. Martin Doc
Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M. Martin Mobipocket
Kristy's Great | dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M. Martin EPub

Z9JACOFKLW4: Kristy's Great |dea (The Baby-Sitter's Club #1) By Ann M. Martin



