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An engaging and challenging introduction to Jean Genet, this concise biography
of the French writer and his work cuts directly to the intersection of thought and
life that was essential to Genet's creativity. Arguing that Genet's life was an
extraordinary spectacle in which the themes of his most revolutionary works
were played out, Stephen Barber gives both the work and its singular inspiration
in Genet's life their full due.

Abandoned, arrested, and repeatedly incarcerated, Genet, who died in 1986, led a
life that could best be described as a tour of the underworld of the twentieth
century.

Similarly, Genet's work is recognized by its nearly obsessive and often savage
treatment of certain recurring themes. Sex, desire, death, oppression, domination-
these ideas, central to Genet's artistic project, can be seen as preoccupations that
arose directly from the artist's travels, imprisonments, sexual and emotional
relationships, and political engagements and protests. This trenchant volume
focuses directly on the momentsin Genet's life in which those preoccupations are
vividly projected in his novels, theater works, and film projects.

Genet's works have been hugely influential for avast array of writers,
filmmakers, choreographers, and directors, especialy at moments of social crisis,
thus Genet's life is not only at the root of his own work but also that of many
important artists of the twentieth century. With its frank and illuminating
introduction by Edmund White, Jean Genet gives readers access to this brilliant
and brutal mind.
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An engaging and challenging introduction to Jean Genet, this concise biography of the French writer and his
work cuts directly to the intersection of thought and life that was essential to Genet's creativity. Arguing that
Genet's life was an extraordinary spectacle in which the themes of his most revolutionary works were played
out, Stephen Barber gives both the work and its singular inspiration in Genet's life their full due.

Abandoned, arrested, and repeatedly incarcerated, Genet, who died in 1986, led alife that could best be
described as atour of the underworld of the twentieth century.

Similarly, Genet's work is recognized by its nearly obsessive and often savage treatment of certain recurring
themes. Sex, desire, death, oppression, domination-these ideas, central to Genet's artistic project, can be seen
as preoccupations that arose directly from the artist's travels, imprisonments, sexual and emotional
relationships, and political engagements and protests. This trenchant volume focuses directly on the moments
in Genet's life in which those preoccupations are vividly projected in his novels, theater works, and film
projects.

Genet's works have been hugely influential for avast array of writers, filmmakers, choreographers, and
directors, especially at moments of social crisis; thus Genet's life is not only at the root of his own work but
also that of many important artists of the twentieth century. With its frank and illuminating introduction by
Edmund White, Jean Genet gives readers access to this brilliant and brutal mind.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A magisterial overview of the key episodes in Genet's existence, a profound understanding of hismain
artistic experiments and alively sympathy for his political loyalties. . . . | relished reading this book."
(Edmund White 2004-10-01)

"Onein anew series of beautifully produced 'Critical Lives -- very short critical biographies whose main
target audienceislikely to be undergraduates, but that will also do nicely for ageneral audience.”
(Gregory Woods The Times Literary Supplement 2005-03-01)

“He provides a powerful backdrop for understanding Genet's hatred of French society. . . . Mr. Barber's
command of Genet’s literature and life make his book a good starting point for understanding a sensibility
that might otherwise be dismissed as vicious.” --New York Sun

(Carl Rollyson New York Sun 2005-04-18)

"Thisfocused yet fragmentary treatment seems to me to be an apposite way for dealing with Genet, awriter
whose life, even now, hasimmense lacunae. . . Barber has an elegant prose style, elliptical and engaging in
about equal measure, and this makes for a provocative and informative critical biography.”

(Paul Kane The Compulsive Reader 2005-03-01)
About the Author

Stephen Barber is professor of media arts at Kingston University, Surrey. He is the author
of numerous books, including, most recently, Extreme Europe and Projected Cities:
Cinema and Urban Space, also published by Reaktion Books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Angela Dickens:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Jean Genet (Critical Lives) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Barry Phelan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Jean Genet (Critical Lives) book is readable by you who hate those



straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Jean Genet
(Critical Lives) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Jean
Genet (Critical Lives) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Shanon Stephens:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
hereis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Jean Genet (Critical Lives) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

TinaAlley:

Beside this specific Jean Genet (Critical Lives) in your phone, it can give you away to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Jean Genet (Critical Lives) because this book offersto you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisin your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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