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In the early modern period, the term 'enthusiasm' was a smear word used to
discredit the dissenters of the radical Reformation as dangerous religious
fanatics. In England, the term gained prominence from the Civil War period and
throughout the eighteenth century. Anglican ministers and the proponents of the
Enlightenment used it more widely against Paracelsian chemists, experimental
philosophers, religious dissenters and divines, astrologers or anyone claiming
superior knowledge. But who exactly were these enthusiasts? What did they
believe in and what impact did they have on their contemporaries? This book
concentrates on the notorious case of the French Prophets as the epitome of
religious enthusiasm in early Enlightenment England. Based on new archival
research, it retraces the formation, development and evolution of their movement
and sheds new light on key contemporary issues such as millenarianism,
censorship and the press, blasphemy, dissent and toleration, and madness
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In the early modern period, the term 'enthusiasm' was a smear word used to discredit the dissenters of the
radical Reformation as dangerous religious fanatics. In England, the term gained prominence from the Civil
War period and throughout the eighteenth century. Anglican ministers and the proponents of the
Enlightenment used it more widely against Paracelsian chemists, experimental philosophers, religious
dissenters and divines, astrologers or anyone claiming superior knowledge. But who exactly were these
enthusiasts? What did they believe in and what impact did they have on their contemporaries? This book
concentrates on the notorious case of the French Prophets as the epitome of religious enthusiasm in early
Enlightenment England. Based on new archival research, it retraces the formation, development and
evolution of their movement and sheds new light on key contemporary issues such as millenarianism,
censorship and the press, blasphemy, dissent and toleration, and madness
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Editorial Review

Review

"This original and ground-breaking book is a major reassessment of prophetic religious experience in
eighteenth century Britain. The author has uncovered a dazzling array of sources to show the importance of
prophecy in religious experience in the period. It will be essential reading for all scholars of the
Enlightenment." -- Professor William Gibson, Oxford Brookes University

"...a highly rewarding book." - Michael Hunter, Birkbeck College, University of London, UK, European
History Quarterly, Vol. 47, No. 1

About the Author

Lionel Laborie is a Visiting Researcher at Goldsmiths, University of London

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Enlightening Enthusiasm: Prophecy and religious experience in early eighteenth-century England.

Peggy Nunes:

The e-book with title Enlightening Enthusiasm: Prophecy and religious experience in early eighteenth-
century England has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.



Jeffrey David:

Beside this Enlightening Enthusiasm: Prophecy and religious experience in early eighteenth-century England
in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Enlightening Enthusiasm: Prophecy and religious experience
in early eighteenth-century England because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!

Kimberly Dyer:

This Enlightening Enthusiasm: Prophecy and religious experience in early eighteenth-century England is
new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Enlightening Enthusiasm: Prophecy and religious experience in early eighteenth-century England can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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