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Personal and yet universal, inevitable and unknowabl e, desth has been a
dominant themein al cultures since earliest times. Remarkably, across the span
of several millennia and despite the myriad of cultural profusions since antiquity,
we can recognize in the customs of ancient Greece and Rome ceremonies and
rituals that have lasting resonance today in both the East and West. For example,
preparing the corpse of the deceased, holding a memorial service, the practice of
cremation and of burial in "resting places' are all processes that can trace their
origin to ancient practices. Such rites-described by Cicero and Herodotus, among
others-have defined traditional modern funerals. Y et of late there has been a shift
away from classical ritual and somber memorialization as the dead are
transformed into spectacles. Impromptu roadside shrines, "virtual" memorials,
the embalmment of the deceased in the attitude of daily activity, and even
firework displays have come to the fore as new modes of marking, even
celebrating, bereavement. What is causing this change, and how do urbanization,
economic factors, and the rise of individualism play a part? Mario Erasmo
creatively explicates and explores the nexus between classical and contemporary
approaches to death and interment. From theme funeralsin St. Louis to Etruscan
sarcophagi, he offers arich and insightful discussion of the end of life across the

ages.
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Personal and yet universal, inevitable and unknowable, death has been a dominant theme in all cultures since
earliest times. Remarkably, across the span of several millennia and despite the myriad of cultural profusions
since antiquity, we can recognize in the customs of ancient Greece and Rome ceremonies and rituals that
have lasting resonance today in both the East and West. For example, preparing the corpse of the deceased,
holding a memorial service, the practice of cremation and of burial in "resting places" are all processes that
can trace their origin to ancient practices. Such rites-described by Cicero and Herodotus, among others-have
defined traditional modern funerals. Y et of late there has been a shift away from classical ritual and somber
memorialization as the dead are transformed into spectacles. Impromptu roadside shrines, "virtual"
memorials, the embalmment of the deceased in the attitude of daily activity, and even firework displays have
come to the fore as new modes of marking, even celebrating, bereavement. What is causing this change, and
how do urbanization, economic factors, and the rise of individualism play a part? Mario Erasmo creatively
explicates and explores the nexus between classical and contemporary approaches to death and interment.
From theme funeralsin St. Louisto Etruscan sarcophagi, he offers arich and insightful discussion of the end
of life across the ages.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mario Erasmo is Professor of Classics at the University of Georgia. An editorial board member of the journal
Mortality, he isthe author of Reading Death in Ancient Rome (2008), Roman Tragedy: Theatre to
Theatricality (2004) and Archaic Latin Verse (2001).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Evan Hinson:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the book untitled Death: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients and Moderns (Paperback)) can
be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Ponce:

The particular book Death: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients and Moderns (Paperback)) has alot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. Thiskind of
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Elizabeth Schwartz;

Y ou could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Death: Antiquity and Its Legacy
(Ancients and Moderns (Paperback)) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there
are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kelley Hardy:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Death: Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients and
Moderns (Paperback)) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Death:
Antiquity and Its Legacy (Ancients and Moderns (Paperback)) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until



teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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