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There are tens of thousands of them in Iraq. They work for companies with
exotic and ominous-sounding names, like Crescent Security Group, Triple
Canopy, and Blackwater Worldwide. They travel in convoys of multicolored
pickups fortified with makeshift armor, belt-fed machine guns, frag grenades,
and even shoulder-fired missiles. They protect everything from the U.S.
ambassador and American generals to shipments of Frappuccino bound for
Baghdad’s Green Zone. They kill Iraqis, and Iraqis kill them.

And the only law they recognize is Big Boy Rules.

From a Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter comes a harrowing journey into Iraq’s
parallel war. Part MadMax, part Fight Club, it is a world filled with “private
security contractors”—the U.S. government’s sanitized name for tens of
thousands of modern mercenaries, or mercs, who roam Iraq with impunity, doing
jobs that the overstretched and understaffed military can’t or won’t do.

They are men like Jon Coté, a sensitive former U.S. army paratrooper and
University of Florida fraternity brother who realizes too late that he made a
terrible mistake coming back to Iraq. And Paul Reuben, a friendly security
company medic who has no formal medical training and lacks basic supplies, like
tourniquets. They are part of America’s “other” army—some patriotic, some
desperate, some just out for cash or adventure. And some who disappear into the
void that is Iraq and are never seen again.

Washington Post reporter Steve Fainaru traveled with a group of private security
contractors to find out what motivates them to put their lives in danger every day.
He joined Jon Coté and the men of Crescent Security Group as they made their
way through Iraq—armed to the teeth, dodging not only bombs and insurgents
but also their own Iraqi colleagues. Just days after Fainaru left to go home, five
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men of Crescent Security Group were kidnapped in broad daylight on Iraq’s main
highway. How the government and the company responded reveals the dark
truths behind the largest private force in the history of American warfare. . . .

With 16 pages of photographs
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There are tens of thousands of them in Iraq. They work for companies with exotic and ominous-sounding
names, like Crescent Security Group, Triple Canopy, and Blackwater Worldwide. They travel in convoys of
multicolored pickups fortified with makeshift armor, belt-fed machine guns, frag grenades, and even
shoulder-fired missiles. They protect everything from the U.S. ambassador and American generals to
shipments of Frappuccino bound for Baghdad’s Green Zone. They kill Iraqis, and Iraqis kill them.

And the only law they recognize is Big Boy Rules.

From a Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter comes a harrowing journey into Iraq’s parallel war. Part MadMax,
part Fight Club, it is a world filled with “private security contractors”—the U.S. government’s sanitized
name for tens of thousands of modern mercenaries, or mercs, who roam Iraq with impunity, doing jobs that
the overstretched and understaffed military can’t or won’t do.

They are men like Jon Coté, a sensitive former U.S. army paratrooper and University of Florida fraternity
brother who realizes too late that he made a terrible mistake coming back to Iraq. And Paul Reuben, a
friendly security company medic who has no formal medical training and lacks basic supplies, like
tourniquets. They are part of America’s “other” army—some patriotic, some desperate, some just out for
cash or adventure. And some who disappear into the void that is Iraq and are never seen again.

Washington Post reporter Steve Fainaru traveled with a group of private security contractors to find out what
motivates them to put their lives in danger every day. He joined Jon Coté and the men of Crescent Security
Group as they made their way through Iraq—armed to the teeth, dodging not only bombs and insurgents but
also their own Iraqi colleagues. Just days after Fainaru left to go home, five men of Crescent Security Group
were kidnapped in broad daylight on Iraq’s main highway. How the government and the company responded
reveals the dark truths behind the largest private force in the history of American warfare. . . .

With 16 pages of photographs
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For this mordant dispatch from one of the Iraq War's seamiest sides, Pulitzer Prize–winning Washington Post
correspondent Fainaru embedded with some of the thousands of private security contractors who chauffeur
officials, escort convoys and add their own touch of mayhem to the conflict. Exempt from Iraqi law and
oversight by the U.S. government, which doesn't even record their casualties, the mercenaries, Fainaru
writes, play by Big Boy Rules—which often means no rules at all as they barrel down highways in the wrong
direction, firing on any vehicle in their path. (His report on the Blackwater company, infamous for killing
Iraqi civilians and getting away with it, is meticulous and chilling.) Fainaru's depiction of the mercenaries'
crassness and callousness is unsparing, but he sympathizes with these often inexperienced, badly equipped
hired guns struggling to cope with a dirty war. Nor is he immune to the romance of the soldier of fortune,
especially in his somewhat bathetic portrait of Jon Coté, Iraq War veteran and lost soul who joined the fly-
by-night Crescent Security Group and was kidnapped by insurgents. Fainaru's vivid reportage makes the
mercenary's dubious motives and chaotic methods a microcosm of a misbegotten war. (Nov. 17)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

Thomas E. Ricks, senior military correspondent, The Washington Post, and author of Fiasco: The
American Military Adventure in Iraq, 2003–05
“Steve Fainaru tells a story that is at the heart of the war in Iraq: the U.S. military’s unprecedented reliance
on mercenaries. It is a dark tale that until now has remained largely untold, and is related brilliantly here. To
understand this war, you must read this book.”

Washington Times, 2/1/09
“Compelling, brutal, disturbing.”

American Author’s Association
“Fainaru's detailed and emotional story about contract mercenaries fighting in Iraq is not only timely, but
also presents a side of that war that needs to be shown…It certainly makes one stop and rethink the direction
this country has taken with how this war and future wars will be fought…Entertaining and action
filled…Brilliantly crafted.”

Time Magazine, November 2008
“[A] harrowing exposé.”

Penthouse, December 2008
“If you read only one book about the war in Iraq, make it this one.”

Army Times, Marine Corps Times, Navy Times, Air Force Times, 11/24/08
“Big Boy Rules is another eye opener — and, in the end, a tear-inducer — about the loose ties and loose



management of contractors’ employees.”

San Francisco Chronicle, 11/28/08
“If Jeremy Scahill's provocative Blackwater is an eye-opener about the political ties and big finances of one
contractor, then Big Boy Rules is another eye-opener—and in the end a tear-inducer—about the loose ties
and loose management of contractors’ employees”

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 11/30/08
“Big Boy Rules reads more like a novel than a newspaper as it weaves Coté's life into the larger story of the
shoot-'em-up security contractors.”

Seattle Post Intelligencer, 12/5/08
“An important, timely, scathing new book”

Metro Spirit, 12/08
“Chilling, gripping and stunning in its delivery, method and detail…A must-read book for any American the
least bit concerned with the actions, reputation, and circumstances of American activity overseas.”
 

Washington Post Book World, 12/14/08
"The most vivid account to date of the misfits, thugs, and outright psychotics who kill with impunity under
corporate flags...this book is consistently engaging and powerfully instructive."

Minneapolis Star Tribune
"Big Boy Rules [is] on the must-have list…Fainaru's skill lies in unwrapping the folly of the war on a
personal level that is both enlightening and chilling.”
 

Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, 1/18/09
“A valuable addition to the small but growing body of books on the privatization of warfare. His book is a
gritty, ground-level examination of how the lines of accountability become blurred when a nation farms out
an unpopular war to hired hands…Fainaru poses a host of compelling questions.”

Washington Post, 3/15/09
“Compelling realism and documented sources. [Fainaru] is a master of nonfiction storytelling, with an
appropriate blend of first-hand action accounts, engaging interviews, and keen observations…This razor-
sharp, on-the-edge account will seize your attention and hold it. Your desire to learn more will keep you
turning pages. Expertly crafted and organized into a well-documented report of the lives and deaths of
mercenaries in Iraq, the book is grisly, graphic, and often gruesome…Expect to feel deep emotion, expect to
cry, expect to enjoy the truthful and talented writing.”



Reference and Research Book News, November 2009
“Reveals the dark truths behind the largest private force in the history of American warfare.”

About the Author

Steve Fainaru is a foreign correspondent for the Washington Post, where he covered the war in Iraq from
2004 to 2007. In addition to the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting, he received the Overseas
Press Club’s Hal Boyle Award for best newspaper or wire-service reporting from abroad for his stories on
private security contractors. He was a Pulitzer finalist in 2006 for his coverage of U.S. troops as the
insurgency in Iraq intensified.

Fainaru is also the coauthor of The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American
Dream. He lives in El Cerrito, California.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Nguyen:

The book Big Boy Rules: America's Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Big Boy Rules: America's
Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Big Boy
Rules: America's Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Maria Carlin:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Big Boy Rules: America's Mercenaries
Fighting in Iraq book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Nathan Weaver:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Big Boy Rules: America's
Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky



man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Big Boy Rules: America's Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq
become your starter.

Sherrie Beardsley:

Beside that Big Boy Rules: America's Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq in your phone, it could give you a way to
get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have Big Boy Rules: America's Mercenaries Fighting in Iraq because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
along with read it from today!
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