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It is in the Middle East that the U.S. has been made to confront its attitudes on
the use of force, the role of allies, and international law. The history of the U.S.
in the Middle East, then, becomes an especially revealing mirror on America's
view of its role in the wider world.

In this wise, objective, and illuminating history, Lawrence Freedman shows how
three key events in 1978–1979 helped establish the foundations for U.S.
involvement in the Middle East that would last for thirty years, without offering
any straightforward or bloodless exit options: the Camp David summit leading to
the Israel–Egypt Treaty; the Iranian Islamic revolution leading to the Shah's
departure followed by the hostage crisis; and the socialist revolution in
Afghanistan, resulting in the doomed Soviet intervention. Drawing on his
considerable expertise, Freedman makes clear how America's strategic choices in
those and subsequent crises led us to where we are today.
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It is in the Middle East that the U.S. has been made to confront its attitudes on the use of force, the role of
allies, and international law. The history of the U.S. in the Middle East, then, becomes an especially
revealing mirror on America's view of its role in the wider world.

In this wise, objective, and illuminating history, Lawrence Freedman shows how three key events in
1978–1979 helped establish the foundations for U.S. involvement in the Middle East that would last for
thirty years, without offering any straightforward or bloodless exit options: the Camp David summit leading
to the Israel–Egypt Treaty; the Iranian Islamic revolution leading to the Shah's departure followed by the
hostage crisis; and the socialist revolution in Afghanistan, resulting in the doomed Soviet intervention.
Drawing on his considerable expertise, Freedman makes clear how America's strategic choices in those and
subsequent crises led us to where we are today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Survival: Journal of the International Institute of Strategic Studies""Magesterial...[Freedman] is decidedly
level-headed, undogmatic, widely informed about things outside his discipline, and alive to the ways in
which governments actually work....Freedman is a great archival historian in part because his grasp of the
way decision-makers and bureaucracies interact with each other, their domestic political environment and the
wider world enables him to read the fragmentary and self-serving sources more astutely than most scholars.
He is also a writer who prefers to work in a jargon-free zone. "A Choice of Enemies" displays all these
virtues."

About the Author

Sir Lawrence Freedman is professor of war studies at King's College, London. In 2001 he was appointed
head of the School of Social Sciences and Public Policy at King's and then in 2003 vice principal for
research. Before joining King's he held research appointments at Nuffield College, Oxford, the International
Institute for Strategic Studies, and the Royal Institute of International Affairs. He is the author of several
books of history, including Kennedy'sWars.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Walker:

The book A Choice of Enemies: America Confronts the Middle East will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book A Choice of Enemies: America Confronts
the Middle East is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Timothy Reed:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled A
Choice of Enemies: America Confronts the Middle East the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get ahead of. The A Choice of Enemies: America Confronts the Middle East giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?



Steven Hackett:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A Choice of Enemies: America Confronts
the Middle East that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they
react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it
is possible to pick A Choice of Enemies: America Confronts the Middle East become your starter.

Richard Moultrie:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The A Choice of Enemies: America Confronts the Middle East provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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