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The basis of Martin Scorcese's acclaimed 2003 film, The Gangs of New Yorkisa
dramatic and entertaining glimpse at a city's dark past.

Focusing on the saloon halls, gambling dens, and winding alleys of the Bowery
and the notorious Five Points district, The Gangs of New York dramatically
evokes the destitution and shocking violence of aturbulent era, when colorfully
named criminals like Dandy John Dolan, Bill the Butcher, and Hell-Cat Maggie
lurked in the shadows, and infamous gangs like the Plug Uglies, the Dead
Rabbits, and the Bowery Boys ruled the streets. A rogues gallery of prostitutes,
pimps, poisoners, pickpockets, murderers, and thieves, Herbert Asbury's
whirlwind tour through the low life of nineteenth-century New Y ork has become
an indispensible classic of urban history.
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district, The Gangs of New York dramatically evokes the destitution and shocking violence of aturbulent era,
when colorfully named criminals like Dandy John Dolan, Bill the Butcher, and Hell-Cat Maggie lurked in
the shadows, and infamous gangs like the Plug Uglies, the Dead Rabbits, and the Bowery Boys ruled the
streets. A rogues gallery of prostitutes, pimps, poisoners, pickpockets, murderers, and thieves, Herbert
Asbury's whirlwind tour through the low life of nineteenth-century New Y ork has become an indispensible
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Journalist Asbury pulled this book together from several official sources, including police records as well as
unofficial ones such as the rough memories of criminals. Trueto the title, the book is a history of crime both
organized and not that permeated the dirty underbelly of New Y ork City and its boroughs in the 19th and
early 20th centuries. Some of these gangs were so vicious they would post signs warning police to stay out of
their neighborhoods or elsel The 1927 volume is the basis of Martin Scorsese's forthcoming film of the same
name starring Daniel Day-Lewis and Titanic heartthrob Leonardo DiCaprio, so make sure to have at least
one copy on hand. This edition contains numerous illustrations and a foreword by Jorge Luis Borges.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A distinct contribution to Americana. . . . Thetaleisone of blood, excitement, and debauchery.”
—The New York Times

"One of the essential works of thecity. . . . It owns adirect pipeline to the city's unconscious.”
—L uc Sante, author of Low Life: Lures and Shares of Old New York

“A univeral history of infamy, the history of the gangs of New Y ork contains all the confusion and cruelty of
the barbarian cosmologies.”
—Jorge Luis Borges

“One of the best American books of its kind. Mr. Asbury writesin adirect and engaging manner.”
—Edmund Pearson, The Saturday Review of Literature

About the Author

Herbert Asbury, an early 20th-century journalist, made a name for himself by documenting the gangs,
pimps, prostitutes, and thieves that thrived in the underbellies of New Y ork, Chicago, San Francisco, and
New Orleans. Hisworks, still in print after seventy-five years, are often hailed as the best snapshots of their
time period. The Gangs of New York was the basis of Martin Scorcese's 2003 film.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Lunsford:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Gangs of New Y ork: An
Informal History of the Underworld. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.



Sandra Vincent:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Gangs of
New York: An Informal History of the Underworld suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled The Gangs of New Y ork: An Informal History of the
Underworldis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired alot of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore al of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this e-book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

LorraineVargas.

This The Gangs of New Y ork: An Informal History of the Underworld is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The Gangs of New Y ork: An Informal History of the Underworld in your hand like obtaining the
world inyour arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with
ten or fifteen moment right but this guide aready do that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Maria Peterson:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personaly is The Gangs of New Y ork: An Informal History of the Underworld this e-book consist alot of
the information from the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. That iswhy this book suitable all of you.
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