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'His passion was for glory only, and in that he was insatiable'

Although written over four hundred years after Alexander’s death, Arrian’s
Campaigns of Alexander is the most reliable account of the man and his
achievements we have. Arrian’s own experience as a military commander gave
him unique insights into the life of the world’s greatest conqueror. He tells of
Alexander’s violent suppression of the Theban rebellion, his total defeat of
Persia, and his campaigns through Egypt, India and Babylon – establishing new
cities and destroying others in his path. While Alexander emerges from this
record as an unparalleled and charismatic leader, Arrian succeeds brilliantly in
creating an objective and fully rounded portrait of a man of boundless ambition,
who was exposed to the temptations of power and worshipped as a god in his
own lifetime.

Aubrey de Sélincourt’s vivid translation is accompanied by J. R. Hamilton’s
introduction, which discusses Arrian’s life and times, his synthesis of other
classical sources and the composition of Alexander’s army. The edition also
includes maps, a list for further reading and a detailed index.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Although written over four hundred years after Alexander’s death, Arrian’s Campaigns of Alexander is the
most reliable account of the man and his achievements we have. Arrian’s own experience as a military
commander gave him unique insights into the life of the world’s greatest conqueror. He tells of Alexander’s
violent suppression of the Theban rebellion, his total defeat of Persia, and his campaigns through Egypt,
India and Babylon – establishing new cities and destroying others in his path. While Alexander emerges
from this record as an unparalleled and charismatic leader, Arrian succeeds brilliantly in creating an
objective and fully rounded portrait of a man of boundless ambition, who was exposed to the temptations of
power and worshipped as a god in his own lifetime.

Aubrey de Sélincourt’s vivid translation is accompanied by J. R. Hamilton’s introduction, which discusses
Arrian’s life and times, his synthesis of other classical sources and the composition of Alexander’s army.
The edition also includes maps, a list for further reading and a detailed index.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Greek (translation)

From the Back Cover
Although written over four hundred years after Alexander's death, Arrian's 'Campaigns of Alexander' is our
best source of knowledge of the man and his deeds. Arrain had himself been a military commander, and his
record of the exploits of the world's greatest conqueror reveals sympathy for his subject, without the
adulation or contempt which so often mar other histories of the time. Arrain's unaffected style of writing,
with its matter-of-fact tone, offsets the remarkable career and paradoxical nature of Alexander, giving us a
fair, clear report about a man who was worshipped as a god in his own lifetime.

About the Author
Arrian, or Lucius Flavius Arrianus, was a Greek born of well-to-do parents at Nicomedia, the capital of the
Roman province of Bithynia, probalbly a few years before A.D. 90. His father had been granted Roman
citizenship which enabled Arrian to take up his career in the imperial service. In about A.D. 108 he studied
philosophy under Epictetus and wrote down his sayings in the Discourses, and a summary of his teachings in
a Manual. His imperial advancement was rapid, and in A.D. 129 or 130 he achieved the consulship. But it
was his appointment as governor of the border province of Cappadocia a year later which shows how greatly
the Emperor Hadrian trusted his undoubted military and administrative abilities. His command included two
Roman legions and numerous auxiliary troops, a rare, perhaps unexampled, responsibility for a Greek at that
time. In A.D. 134 he drove the invading Alans out of Armenia in a campaign he describes in The Formation
against the Alans. He also wrote a Tactical Manual for cavalry, and the Circumnavigation of the Black Sea,
an account of the voyage he undertook from Trapezus to Dioscurias in 131-2. He retired or was recalled
before the death of Hadrian in 138, and devoted the rest of his life to writing, living at Athens. He became an
Athenian citizen and rose to be chief magistrate in 145, which qualified him to become a member of the
Areopagus, the chief governing body of Athens. Nothing further is known for certain of his life. The
surviving works of Arrian's Athenian period are a handbook, On the Chase, The Campaigns of Alexander in
seven books, and the Indica, an account of the voyage of Alexander's fleet form India to the Perisian Gulf.

Aubrey de Sélincourt, scholar and translator, translated Livy’s The Early History of Rome (Books I—V)
and The War with Hannibal (Books XXI—XXX), The Histories of Herodotus and The Campaigns of
Alexander by Arrian, all for the Penguin Classics. He was born in 1896 and educated at Rugby, and
University College, Oxford. A schoolmaster of genius for twenty-six years, he retired in 1947 to the Isle of
Wight, where he lived until his death in 1962.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Campaigns of Alexander



(Penguin Classics) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Angela Harris:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Campaigns of Alexander (Penguin Classics)
can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sharon Garon:

Why? Because this The Campaigns of Alexander (Penguin Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Erin Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Campaigns of
Alexander (Penguin Classics).
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