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"This book serves as a window into the rich and revealing lives and self-
representations of the particular individuals who have produced the life histories.
In so doing, it makes very important broader points about the use of life histories
in social science research in general and in the study of South Asian social-
cultural life in particular." ?Sarah Lamb

Life histories have a wide, if not universal, appeal. But what does it mean to
narrate the story of a life, whether one’s own or someone else’s, orally or in
writing? Which lives are worth telling, and who is authorized to tell them? The
essays in this volume consider these questions through close examination of a
wide range of biographies, autobiographies, diaries, and oral stories from India.
Their subjects range from literary authors to housewives, politicians to folk
heroes, and include young and old, women and men, the illiterate and the
learned.

Contributors are David Arnold, Stuart Blackburn, Sudipta Kaviraj, Barbara D.
Metcalf, Kirin Narayan, Francesca Orsini, Jonathan P. Parry, Jean-Luc Racine,
Josiane Racine, David Shulman, and Sylvia Vatuk.
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Life histories have a wide, if not universal, appeal. But what does it mean to narrate the story of a life,
whether one’s own or someone else’s, orally or in writing? Which lives are worth telling, and who is
authorized to tell them? The essays in this volume consider these questions through close examination of a
wide range of biographies, autobiographies, diaries, and oral stories from India. Their subjects range from
literary authors to housewives, politicians to folk heroes, and include young and old, women and men, the
illiterate and the learned.

Contributors are David Arnold, Stuart Blackburn, Sudipta Kaviraj, Barbara D. Metcalf, Kirin Narayan,
Francesca Orsini, Jonathan P. Parry, Jean-Luc Racine, Josiane Racine, David Shulman, and Sylvia Vatuk.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book serves as a window into the rich and revealing lives and self-representations of the particular
individuals who have produced the life histories. In so doing, it makes very important broader points about
the use of life histories in social science research in general and in the study of South Asian social-cultural
life in particular."

""This book serves as a window into the rich and revealing lives and self-representations of the particular
individuals who have produced the life histories. In so doing, it makes very important broader points about
the use of life histories in social science research in general and in the study of South Asian social-cultural
life in particular.""

About the Author

David Arnold is Professor of South Asian History at the School of Oriental and African Studies, London.

Stuart Blackburn is Research Associate at the School of Oriental and African Studies, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bella Singer:

Here thing why this kind of Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography, and Life History are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography, and Life History
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide
that similar with Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography, and Life History. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography, and Life History in e-book can be your substitute.

Delores Keener:

The actual book Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography, and Life History has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.



Victor Hubbard:

The reason? Because this Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography, and Life History is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Wilma Hogan:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography,
and Life History as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Telling Lives in India: Biography, Autobiography, and Life History to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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