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Franz Rosenzweig (1886-1929) is widely regarded today as one of the most
original and intellectually challenging figures within the so-called renaissance of
German-Jewish thought in the Weimar period. The architect of a unique kind of
existential theology, and an important influence upon such philosophers as
Walter Benjamin, Martin Buber, Leo Strauss, and Emmanuel Levinas,
Rosenzweig is remembered chiefly as a "Jewish thinker," often to the neglect of
his broader philosophical concerns. Cutting across the artificial divide that the
traumatic memory of National Socialism has drawn between German and Jewish
philosophy, this book seeks to restore Rosenzweig's thought to the German
philosophical horizon in which it first took shape. It is the first English-language
study to explore Rosenzweig's enduring debt to Hegel's political theory, neo-
Kantianism, and life-philosophy; the book also provides a new, systematic
reading of Rosenzweig's major work, The Star of Redemption.

Most of all, the book sets out to explore a surprising but deep affinity between
Rosenzweig’s thought and that of his contemporary, the German philosopher
Martin Heidegger. Resisting both apologetics and condemnation, Gordon
suggests that Heidegger’s engagement with Nazism should not obscure the
profound and intellectually compelling bond in the once-shared tradition of
modern German and Jewish thought. A remarkably lucid discussion of two
notably difficult thinkers, this book represents an eloquent attempt to bridge the
forced distinction between modern Jewish thought and the history of modern
German philosophy—and to show that such a distinction cannot be sustained
without doing violence to both.
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Franz Rosenzweig (1886-1929) is widely regarded today as one of the most original and intellectually
challenging figures within the so-called renaissance of German-Jewish thought in the Weimar period. The
architect of a unique kind of existential theology, and an important influence upon such philosophers as
Walter Benjamin, Martin Buber, Leo Strauss, and Emmanuel Levinas, Rosenzweig is remembered chiefly as
a "Jewish thinker," often to the neglect of his broader philosophical concerns. Cutting across the artificial
divide that the traumatic memory of National Socialism has drawn between German and Jewish philosophy,
this book seeks to restore Rosenzweig's thought to the German philosophical horizon in which it first took
shape. It is the first English-language study to explore Rosenzweig's enduring debt to Hegel's political
theory, neo-Kantianism, and life-philosophy; the book also provides a new, systematic reading of
Rosenzweig's major work, The Star of Redemption.

Most of all, the book sets out to explore a surprising but deep affinity between Rosenzweig’s thought and
that of his contemporary, the German philosopher Martin Heidegger. Resisting both apologetics and
condemnation, Gordon suggests that Heidegger’s engagement with Nazism should not obscure the profound
and intellectually compelling bond in the once-shared tradition of modern German and Jewish thought. A
remarkably lucid discussion of two notably difficult thinkers, this book represents an eloquent attempt to
bridge the forced distinction between modern Jewish thought and the history of modern German
philosophy—and to show that such a distinction cannot be sustained without doing violence to both.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As Peter Eli Gordon shows in his accomplished study of Heidegger and Rosenzweig, though these two
thinkers never met they . . . shared many of the same views. . . . [Gordon demonstrates] that Rosenzweig
should be seen as a late heir to [the post-Hegelian] German philosophical tradition, and not simply as a
Jewish thinker."--"New York Review of Books

From the Inside Flap

"With brilliance and considerable daring, Peter Gordon's Rosenzweig and Heidegger broaches the possibility
of a shared horizon and a promising dialogue between these two seminal figures—these antipodes—of
twentieth-century thought. It will be the bench mark for future work in the field."—Thomas Sheehan, author
of Heidegger: The Man and the Thinker

"In this brilliant book, Peter Gordon sheds light on Rosenzweig's most important philosophical book, The
Star of Redemption, by means of an unexpected (and sure to be controversial) comparison—with the
philosophy of Heidegger's Being and Time. The result is a "must read" for anyone with a serious interest in
either thinker."—Hilary Putnam, author of The Collapse of the Fact/Value Dichotomy and Other Essays

"A major work. Gordon persuasively argues that the true originality of Rosenzweig's achievement,
heretofore associated with a distinctively "Jewish" break with his German philosophical milieu, only
becomes intelligible from within that very milieu. Focusing on resemblances between Rosenzweig's and
Heidegger's projects, Gordon discerns the contours of a post-Nietzschean religious sensibility condensed into
the paradox of a "redemption-in-the-world." This book will be valued by readers of both Heidegger and
Rosenzweig, and by anyone interested in the intersections of philosophy and religion."—Eric L. Santner,
author of On the Psychotheology of Everyday Life: Reflections on Freud and Rosenzweig

"A comparative reading of Rosenzweig's Star of Redemption and Heidegger's Being and Time. Peter Eli
Gordon has written a work of exemplary erudition, analytical nuance, philosophical acumen and expository
grace."—Paul Mendes-Flohr, author of German Jews: A Dual Identity

From the Back Cover
"With brilliance and considerable daring, Peter Gordon's Rosenzweig and Heidegger broaches the possibility
of a shared horizon and a promising dialogue between these two seminal figures--these antipodes--of
twentieth-century thought. It will be the bench mark for future work in the field."--Thomas Sheehan, author
of "Heidegger: The Man and the Thinker"In this brilliant book, Peter Gordon sheds light on Rosenzweig's
most important philosophical book, "The Star of Redemption, by means of an unexpected (and sure to be
controversial) comparison--with the philosophy of Heidegger's "Being and Time. The result is a "must read"
for anyone with a serious interest in either thinker."--Hilary Putnam, author of "The Collapse of the
Fact/Value Dichotomy and Other Essays"A major work. Gordon persuasively argues that the true originality
of Rosenzweig's achievement, heretofore associated with a distinctively "Jewish" break with his German
philosophical milieu, only becomes intelligible from within that very milieu. Focusing on resemblances
between Rosenzweig's and Heidegger's projects, Gordon discerns the contours of a post-Nietzschean
religious sensibility condensed into the paradox of a "redemption-in-the-world." This book will be valued by
readers of both Heidegger and Rosenzweig, and by anyone interested in the intersections of philosophy and



religion."--Eric L. Santner, author of "On the Psychotheology of Everyday Life: Reflections on Freud and
Rosenzweig"A comparative reading of Rosenzweig's "Star of Redemption and Heidegger's "Being and Time.
Peter Eli Gordon has written a work of exemplary erudition, analytical nuance, philosophical acumen and
expository grace."--Paul Mendes-Flohr, author of"German Jews: A Dual Identity

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rachel Robbins:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Rosenzweig and Heidegger: Between Judaism and German
Philosophy (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) book is readable by you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Rosenzweig and Heidegger:
Between Judaism and German Philosophy (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) content conveys
prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Rosenzweig and Heidegger: Between Judaism and
German Philosophy (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Deborah Oneal:

The event that you get from Rosenzweig and Heidegger: Between Judaism and German Philosophy (Weimar
and Now: German Cultural Criticism) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words
the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Rosenzweig and Heidegger: Between Judaism and German Philosophy (Weimar and Now: German Cultural
Criticism) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Rosenzweig and
Heidegger: Between Judaism and German Philosophy (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism)
instantly.

Linda Bryant:

Rosenzweig and Heidegger: Between Judaism and German Philosophy (Weimar and Now: German Cultural
Criticism) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every
word into delight arrangement in writing Rosenzweig and Heidegger: Between Judaism and German
Philosophy (Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.



Betty Peoples:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Rosenzweig and Heidegger: Between Judaism and German Philosophy
(Weimar and Now: German Cultural Criticism) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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