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Campaign organizers and the media appear to agree that voters' perceptions of
party leaders have an important impact in elections: considerable effort is made
to ensure that leaders look good, speak well, and that they are up in the polls. In
contrast, the academic literature is much more divided. Some suggest that leaders
play an important role in the vote calculus, while others argue that in comparison
to other factors, perceptions of leaders have only a minimal impact.

Platform or Personality? incorporates data from thirty-five election studies
across seven countries with varying institutional environments, and takes both a
broad and in-depth look at the role of leaders. A few noteworthy conclusions
emerge. First, voters evaluate leaders' traits in terms of two main dimensions,
character and competence. Second, voters perceive leaders within the framework
of a partisan stereotype in which the party label of the leader imbues meaning;
more specifically, leaders of Conservative parties are seen to be more competent
while Left leaders are seen to have more character. Third, and most importantly,
leaders matter: they affect voters' decisions and have a discernible effect on the
distribution of votes in an election. Fourth, there are consistent differences in the
perception of party leaders according to voters' level of political sophistication.
While all voters evaluate party leaders and consider leaders in their vote calculus,
the more sophisticated do so the most. This book argues that personality plays an
important role in elections, and that in a healthy democracy, so it should.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political
science that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in scope,
books in the series are characterized by a stress on comparative analysis and
strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research.

The Comparative Politics Series is edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School
of Politics and International Relations, University College Dublin, Kenneth
Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British Columbia, and
Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University,
Marburg.
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Campaign organizers and the media appear to agree that voters' perceptions of party leaders have an
important impact in elections: considerable effort is made to ensure that leaders look good, speak well, and
that they are up in the polls. In contrast, the academic literature is much more divided. Some suggest that
leaders play an important role in the vote calculus, while others argue that in comparison to other factors,
perceptions of leaders have only a minimal impact.

Platform or Personality? incorporates data from thirty-five election studies across seven countries with
varying institutional environments, and takes both a broad and in-depth look at the role of leaders. A few
noteworthy conclusions emerge. First, voters evaluate leaders' traits in terms of two main dimensions,
character and competence. Second, voters perceive leaders within the framework of a partisan stereotype in
which the party label of the leader imbues meaning; more specifically, leaders of Conservative parties are
seen to be more competent while Left leaders are seen to have more character. Third, and most importantly,
leaders matter: they affect voters' decisions and have a discernible effect on the distribution of votes in an
election. Fourth, there are consistent differences in the perception of party leaders according to voters' level
of political sophistication. While all voters evaluate party leaders and consider leaders in their vote calculus,
the more sophisticated do so the most. This book argues that personality plays an important role in elections,
and that in a healthy democracy, so it should.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterized by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research.

The Comparative Politics Series is edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School of Politics and International
Relations, University College Dublin, Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British
Columbia, and Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University, Marburg.
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Editorial Review

Review
Platform or Personality? effectively sums up several important issues related to the electoral process ... [it is]
a very solid work that can excite any political scientist. * Clara Volintiru, London School of Economics
(LSE) *

About the Author

Amanda Bittner is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at Memorial University in
Canada. She studies public opinion and voting, and her main research interests include the effects of
knowledge and information on voter decision-making, as well as the institutional and structural incentives
affecting voting behavior in both Canadian and Comparative contexts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in
Elections (Comparative Politics) as the daily resource information.

Anthony Flowers:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Platform or
Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Platform or Personality?: The Role
of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics)is a single of several books that will everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

William Quesada:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Platform or Personality?: The



Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party
Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) become your starter.

Irma Lovern:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party
Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) as good book but
not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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