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From its first publication in 1992, Men, Women, and Chain Saws has offered a
groundbreaking perspective on the creativity and influence of horror cinema
since the mid-1970s. Investigating the popularity of the low-budget tradition,
Carol Clover looks in particular at slasher, occult, and rape-revenge films.
Although such movies have been traditionally understood as offering only
sadistic pleasures to their mostly male audiences, Clover demonstrates that they
align spectators not with the male tormentor, but with the females tormented--
notably the slasher movie's "final girls"--as they endure fear and degradation
before rising to save themselves. The lesson was not lost on the mainstream
industry, which was soon turning out the formula in well-made thrillers.

Including a new preface by the author, this Princeton Classics edition is a
definitive work that has found an avid readership from students of film theory to
major Hollywood filmmakers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[A] brilliant analysis of gender and its disturbances in modern horror films. . . . Bubbling away beneath
Clover's multi-faceted readings of slasher, occult, and rape-revenge films is the question of what the viewer
gets out of them. . . . [She] argues that most horror films are obsessed with feminism, playing out plots which
climax with an image of (masculinized) female power and offering visual pleasures which are organized not
around a mastering gaze, but around a more radical "victim-identified' look."--Linda Ruth Williams, Sight
and Sound

"Carol Clover's compelling [book] challenges simplistic assumptions about the relationship between gender
and culture. . . . She suggests that the "low tradition' in horror movies possesses positive subversive potential,
a space to explore gender ambiguity and transgress traditional boundaries of masculinity and femininity."--
Andrea Walsh, The Boston Globe

"Clover makes a convincing case for studying the pulp-pop excesses of 'exploitation' horror as a reflection of
our psychic times."--Misha Berson, San Francisco Chronicle

"Clover actually bothers (as few have done before) to go into the theaters, to sit with the horror fans, and to
watch how they respond to what appears on screen."--Wendy Lesser, Washington Post

"In her reading of both particular horror films and of film and gender theory, Clover does what every cultural
critic hopes to: she calls into question our habits of seeing."--Ramona Naddaff, Artforum

"Clover, takes the most extreme genre, horror flicks, seriously. There is no condescension in this significant
and probing discussion of psychology and sexuality and their role in lurid fantasy."--Desmond Ryan,
Philadelphia Inquirer

"Fascinating, Clover has shown how the allegedly naïve makers of crude films have done something more
schooled directors have difficulty doing - creating females with whom male veiwers are quite prepared to
identify with on the most profound levels"--The Modern Review

"It's easy to see why this book is considered such a landmark in film analysis."--Rod Lott, Flick Attack

From the Back Cover
Gender In The Modern Horror Film. Do the pleasures of horror movies really begin and end in sadism? So
the public discussion of film assumes, and so film theory claims. Carol Clover argues, however, that these
films work mainly to engage the viewer in the plight of the victim-hero - the figure, often a female, who
suffers pain and fright but eventually rises to vanquish the forces of oppression.

About the Author
Carol J. Clover is the Class of 1936 Professor Emerita in the departments of rhetoric, film, and
Scandinavian at the University of California, Berkeley. She is the author of The Medieval Saga.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

In other case, little folks like to read book Men, Women, and Chain Saws: Gender in the Modern Horror
Film (Princeton Classics). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a new book Men, Women, and Chain Saws: Gender in the Modern Horror Film
(Princeton Classics). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Lydia Donaldson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Men, Women, and Chain Saws: Gender in
the Modern Horror Film (Princeton Classics) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or ideal book with you?

Amelia Page:

Exactly why? Because this Men, Women, and Chain Saws: Gender in the Modern Horror Film (Princeton
Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Adam Cuyler:

Beside this Men, Women, and Chain Saws: Gender in the Modern Horror Film (Princeton Classics) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Men, Women, and Chain Saws: Gender in the Modern Horror
Film (Princeton Classics) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use



you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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