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Love in all its cultural and personal complexity is the focus of this book. While
scholars of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century homoerotic culture have tended
to focus on sexual behavior and the much-maligned figure of the sodomite,
George E. Haggerty argues that the concepts of love and emotional intimacy
offer a more useful perspective for understanding male-male relations of the
time.

Haggerty considers male "identities" of many kinds: heroic friends, as found in
seventeenth-century French romance and Restoration tragedy, and personal
friends, as in the erotic relationships of Gray, Walpole, and West; fops and beaus,
as depicted in Restoration and early eighteenth-century comedy and various
satirical portraits; effeminate sodomites and mollies depicted in literature and
sodomy trial accounts throughout the period; men of feeling and other figures in
whom sensibility and sexuality are vividly interconnected. He also discusses
libertines and sexual aggressors, especially as depicted in the pages of Gothic
fiction.
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Love in all its cultural and personal complexity is the focus of this book. While scholars of seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century homoerotic culture have tended to focus on sexual behavior and the much-maligned
figure of the sodomite, George E. Haggerty argues that the concepts of love and emotional intimacy offer a
more useful perspective for understanding male-male relations of the time.

Haggerty considers male "identities" of many kinds: heroic friends, as found in seventeenth-century French
romance and Restoration tragedy, and personal friends, as in the erotic relationships of Gray, Walpole, and
West; fops and beaus, as depicted in Restoration and early eighteenth-century comedy and various satirical
portraits; effeminate sodomites and mollies depicted in literature and sodomy trial accounts throughout the
period; men of feeling and other figures in whom sensibility and sexuality are vividly interconnected. He
also discusses libertines and sexual aggressors, especially as depicted in the pages of Gothic fiction.
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Editorial Review

Review

Men in Love makes an invaluable contribution to our understanding of the period. This is a fine example of
gay studies casting light on a whole culture.

(Gregory Woods Times Literary Supplement (London))

Like Rowland's, the book should be seen as one vista on the trek to recover how modern Western sexuality
evolved its particular taxonomy. Highly recommended, particularly for graduate students through faculty.

(D. N. Mager Choice)

George Haggerty's book Men in Love is a complex and persuasive discussion of the phenomenon of public
expression of male-male love.

(Kathleen Kincade The Eighteenth Century : A Current Biblography)

Review

Shifting the focus of inquiry from acts of sex to words of love, George Haggerty expands the borders of gay
scholarship to explore the verbal textures of men's intimacies and desires. In the process, he reveals the ways
in which eighteenth-century ideologies of sensibility, friendship, and masculinity enabled startlingly public
yet potentially subversive avowals of same-sex love and persuasively demonstrates the power of affection,
independent of erotic acts, to challenge social norms. Deeply learned, theoretically sophisticated, and
eminently readable, Men in Love opens fresh new directions for the study of both gender and sexuality.

(Susan S. Lanser, author of Fictions of Authority: Women Writers and Narrative Voice)

In a brilliantly simple and strikingly original move, Haggerty takes the necessary next step in our developing
history of sexualities: he connects the accounts of sexual behaviors and their prohibition with stories of
affect, personal style, and personal devotion. That is, he begins to tell the story of love--speaking, in a voice
of great intelligence and varied feeling, of 'the love that dare not speak its name'?and showing us the ways
that eighteenth-century men spoke that love themselves. His account makes for challenging, exhilirating, and
essential reading.

(Jill Campbell, author ofNatural Masques: Gender and Identity in Fielding's Plays and Novels)

From the heroic theater of Dryden's plays to the secret theater of Walpole's letters, George Haggerty's Men in
Love illuminates an extraordinary range of expressive possibilities in eighteenth-century masculine
friendship, a love that dares to speak its many names.

(Joseph Roach, author ofCities of the Dead: Circum-Atlantic Performances)



About the Author

George Haggerty is professor of English at the University of California, Riverside. He is the author of
Unnatural Affections: Women and Fiction in the Later 18th Century and Gothic Fiction/Gothic Form, co-
editor (with Bonnie Zimmerman) of Professions of Desire: Lesbian and Gay Studies in Literature, and editor
of the forthcoming Encyclopedia of Gay History and Cultures.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Men in Love book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Men in Love content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Men in Love is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Lisa Auyeung:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Men in Love offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Debbie Allen:

This Men in Love is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Men in Love can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Michael Lockwood:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year



had been exactly added. This book Men in Love was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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