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An exploration of how brain structure and cultural content interacted in the
Neolithic period 10,000 years ago to produce unique life patterns and belief
systems.

What do the headless figures found in the famous paintings at Çatalhöyük in
Turkey have in common with the interlinked spirals carved on the monumental
tombs at Newgrange and Knowth in Ireland? How can the concepts of “birth,”
“death,” and “wild” cast light on the changes in relationships between people and
animals? David Lewis-Williams and David Pearce examine the intricate web of
belief, myth, and society in the Neolithic period, arguably the most significant
turning point in human history, when agriculture became a way of life and the
fractious society that we know today was born.

The authors focus on two contrasting times and places: the beginnings in the
Near East, with its cult buildings and skull burials, and western Europe, with its
massive stone monuments. They argue that neurological patterns hardwired into
the brain help explain the nature of the art, religion, and society that Neolithic
people produced. Drawing on the latest research, the authors skillfully link
material on human consciousness, imagery, and belief systems to propose
provocative new theories about religious motivation in ancient times. 29 color,
75 b&w illustrations
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Editorial Review

Review
“Features superb writing, lavishly illustrated descriptions . . . and a powerfully evocative stone-by-stone tour
of the megalithic tombs. . . . Lewis-Williams and Pearce can be assured that their foray into the Neolithic
mind will not be ignored.”
- Archaeology

About the Author
David Lewis-Williams is Professor Emeritus and Senior Mentor at the Rock Art Research Institute,
University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. He is the author of The Mind in the Cave, Conceiving God,
Inside the Neolithic Mind, and Deciphering Ancient Minds.

David Pearce is a research officer at the Rock Art Research Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

The book Inside the Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Inside the Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods to get
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Inside the Neolithic
Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Richard Byrnes:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Inside the Neolithic Mind:
Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Joan Green:

This Inside the Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods is new way for you who
has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into



it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Inside the
Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type
for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Beverly Thomas:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Inside the Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the
Gods we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life with that book Inside the Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos and the Realm of the Gods. You can
more attractive than now.
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