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Divided Spirits tells the stories of tequila and mezcal, two of Mexico’s most
iconic products. In doing so, the book illustrates how neoliberalism influences
the production, branding, and regulation of local foods and drinks. It also
challenges the strategy of relying on “alternative” markets to protect food
cultures and rural livelihoods.

In recent years, as consumers increasingly demand to connect with the people
and places that produce their food, the concept of terroir—the taste of place—has
become more and more prominent. Tequila and mezcal are both protected by
denominations of origin (DOs), legal designations that aim to guarantee a
product’s authenticity based on its link to terroir. Advocates argue that the DOs
expand market opportunities, protect cultural heritage, and ensure the reputation
of Mexico’s national spirits. Yet this book shows how the institutions that are
supposed to guard “the legacy of all Mexicans” often fail those who are most in
need of protection: the small producers, agave farmers, and other workers who
have been making tequila and mezcal for generations. The consequences—for
the quality and taste of tequila and mezcal, and for communities throughout
Mexico—are stark.

Divided Spirits suggests that we must move beyond market-based models if we
want to safeguard local products and the people who make them. Instead, we
need systems of production, consumption, and oversight that are more
democratic, more inclusive, and more participatory. Lasting change is unlikely
without the involvement of the state and a sustained commitment to addressing
inequality and supporting rural development.
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Divided Spirits tells the stories of tequila and mezcal, two of Mexico’s most iconic products. In doing so, the
book illustrates how neoliberalism influences the production, branding, and regulation of local foods and
drinks. It also challenges the strategy of relying on “alternative” markets to protect food cultures and rural
livelihoods.

In recent years, as consumers increasingly demand to connect with the people and places that produce their
food, the concept of terroir—the taste of place—has become more and more prominent. Tequila and mezcal
are both protected by denominations of origin (DOs), legal designations that aim to guarantee a product’s
authenticity based on its link to terroir. Advocates argue that the DOs expand market opportunities, protect
cultural heritage, and ensure the reputation of Mexico’s national spirits. Yet this book shows how the
institutions that are supposed to guard “the legacy of all Mexicans” often fail those who are most in need of
protection: the small producers, agave farmers, and other workers who have been making tequila and mezcal
for generations. The consequences—for the quality and taste of tequila and mezcal, and for communities
throughout Mexico—are stark.

Divided Spirits suggests that we must move beyond market-based models if we want to safeguard local
products and the people who make them. Instead, we need systems of production, consumption, and
oversight that are more democratic, more inclusive, and more participatory. Lasting change is unlikely
without the involvement of the state and a sustained commitment to addressing inequality and supporting
rural development.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

The e-book with title Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in
Food and Culture) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Shaun Sae:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies
in Food and Culture) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is
why this book ideal all of you.

Diane Welton:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in
Food and Culture). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one location to other place.

Valery Carpenter:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the



book Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in Food and
Culture) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this book Divided Spirits: Tequila, Mezcal, and the Politics of Production (California Studies in
Food and Culture). You can more desirable than now.
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