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In the ancient Greco-Roman world, it was common practice to curse or bind an
enemy or rival by writing an incantation on atablet and dedicating it to agod or
spirit. These curses or binding spells, commonly called defixiones were intended
to bring other people under the power and control of those who commissioned
them. More than a thousand such texts, written between the 5th Century B.C.E.
and the 5th Century C.E., have been discovered from North Africato England,
and from Syriato Spain. Extending into every aspect of ancient life--athletic and
theatrical competitions, judicial proceedings, love affairs, business rivalries, and
the recovery of stolen property--they shed light on a new dimension of classical
study previously inaccessible. Here, for the first time, these texts have been
trandated into English with a substantial translator's introduction revealing the
cultural, social, and historical context for the texts. This book will interest
historians, classicists, scholars of religion, and those concerned with ancient
magic.
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In the ancient Greco-Roman world, it was common practice to curse or bind an enemy or rival by writing an
incantation on atablet and dedicating it to agod or spirit. These curses or binding spells, commonly called
defixiones were intended to bring other people under the power and control of those who commissioned
them. More than a thousand such texts, written between the 5th Century B.C.E. and the 5th Century C.E.,
have been discovered from North Africato England, and from Syriato Spain. Extending into every aspect of
ancient life--athletic and theatrical competitions, judicial proceedings, love affairs, business rivalries, and the
recovery of stolen property--they shed light on a new dimension of classical study previously inaccessible.
Here, for the first time, these texts have been trandated into English with a substantial translator's
introduction revealing the cultural, social, and historical context for the texts. This book will interest
historians, classicists, scholars of religion, and those concerned with ancient magic.
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Editorial Review
Review

"There is ample reason...to be extremely grateful to Gager and his associates for having provided such arich
and accessible collection of these fascinating and culturally important documents.”--Bryn Mawr Classical
Review

"The material is fascinating, and provides aview of antiquity from an unaccustomed angle....Of immense
value to students of the ancient world and of the history of religion.”--Times Literary Supplement

"Spellbinding."--Christian Century

"A thorough and scholarly book, of immense value to students of the ancient world and of the history of
religion."--Ancient History

"The editor and publisher are to be commended for making an important aspect of ancient popular religion
accessible to awide audience."--Journal of Religion

About the Author
John G. Gager is at Princeton University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joshua Sigmund:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from
the Ancient World will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?



Walter Gagne:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new information.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several waysto share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Lorraine Edler:

That book can make you to fed relax. This specific book Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient
World was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Curse Tablets and Binding
Spells from the Ancient World has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at al of
book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Chad West:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading aguide. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the
Ancient World to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading expertiseis
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
idea about book and examining especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to start a book and go
through it. Beside that the reserve Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World can to be your
brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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