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Congo has the natural resources the world needs. Its forests count in the fight
against global climate change and its mining sector helps satisfy our addiction to
the latest high tech gadgets. Congo’s farmers could feed all of Africa's
population of over abillion people. The Inga hydroelectric site has the potential
to light up the entire continent. These realities are redefining the country’s
strategic place in aglobalized world. Telling adifferent story about power and
nature, Congo’ s Environmental Paradox examines the dynamics of this huge
country’s forest, mining, land, water and oil sectorsin an integrated way. It
connects the dots by emphasizing resource diversity, interlinkages and the
complex nature of these sectors. Congo’ sincredible natural wealth has the
potential to contribute to development in this troubled central African
country—but structural problems, cultural factors, poor governance and
predation remain serious challenges. Clearly written, full of environmental facts
and analyses, this volume is amust-read for anyone interested in devel opment
and the political economy of natural resource management in Africa.
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Congo has the natural resources the world needs. Its forests count in the fight against global climate change
and its mining sector helps satisfy our addiction to the latest high tech gadgets. Congo’s farmers could feed
all of Africa’'s population of over ahillion people. The Inga hydroel ectric site has the potential to light up the
entire continent. These redlities are redefining the country’s strategic place in a globalized world. Telling a
different story about power and nature, Congo’ s Environmental Paradox examines the dynamics of this huge
country’ sforest, mining, land, water and oil sectorsin an integrated way. It connects the dots by emphasizing
resource diversity, interlinkages and the complex nature of these sectors. Congo’ sincredible natural wealth
has the potential to contribute to development in this troubled central African country—but structural
problems, cultural factors, poor governance and predation remain serious challenges. Clearly written, full of
environmental facts and analyses, this volume is a must-read for anyone interested in development and the
political economy of natural resource management in Africa.
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Editorial Review
Review

“An invaluable contribution—atruly remarkable synthesis of the pathways to Congolese economic
improvement and the many roadblocks along the way. The succinct and sparkling summation of the key
elements of the political economy is most useful. The author's capacity to convey arich treasure chest of
information and acute analytical skills make this alandmark work.”

(Crawford Y oung, University of Wisconsin)

“Thisisthefirst-ever (successful!) attempt to take stock of emerging trendsin Congo’s natural resource
sectors. Well-written, clearly structured and thoroughly documented, Trefon offers fresh analysis on the gap
between resource potential and socio-economic devel opment.”

(Jeroen Cuvelier, University of Ghent)

“A remarkable guide to the tangled rel ationships between minerals, water and other sectors of the political
economy in the Congo. It goes beyond slogans such as "rich land, poor people" to explain how the rich get
richer while the poor struggle to survive. Indispensable reading for humanitarians and human rights
advocates, both Congolese and international”

(Tom Turner, author of The Congo Wars. Conflict, Myth and Reality)

“A fascinating read, giving a no-nonsense view of the multitude of problems besetting Congo’s natural
resource sectors, how they affect ordinary people s daily lives, and how well-meaning donor initiatives are
often intrinsically flawed. The book puts today’ s problemsinto historical perspective and will serveasa
reality-check to politicians and activists.”

(Daniel Balint-Kurti, Global Witness)

“This remarkable, fact-filled study will undoubtedly rank as required reading for anyone with an interest in
the DRC — whether for specialists or for the general reader. Following his Congo Masquerade, this should
confirm Trefon’ s standing as one of the most perceptive observers and analysts of that central African giant.”

(Edouard Bustin, Boston University)

“Most studies of natural resources and development delve into the details sector by sector. Linkages to
violence, politics and state-building are treated separately for different resources. This eloquent and richly
documented book focuses attention on the connections, and on the global forces adding complexity to these
interactions and atering the political economy of possible change.”

(David Booth, Overseas Development | nstitute)
About the Author

Theodore Trefon isasenior researcher at the Belgian Royal Museum for Central Africaand a lecturer in
environmental governance at ERAIFT/University of Kinshasa. He has published a number of articles and
books in French and English, including Congo Masguerade and Reinventing Order in the Congo.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
K atherine Sorenson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Congo's Environmental
Paradox: Potential and Predation in aLand of Plenty (African Arguments) is kind of publication whichis
giving the reader erratic experience.

Alison Caulfield:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Congo's Environmental Paradox: Potential and Predation in aLand of Plenty (African Arguments) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Congo's Environmental Paradox: Potential and
Predation in aLand of Plenty (African Arguments) giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better lifein this era. So now let usteach you the
relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Donald Sigman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Congo's
Environmental Paradox: Potential and Predation in a Land of Plenty (African Arguments) which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Edward Orr:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as
of book Congo's Environmental Paradox: Potential and Predation in a Land of Plenty (African Arguments).
You'll be ableto your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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