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Thisvolume is the first comprehensive synthesis of economic, political, and
cultura theories of value. David Graeber reexamines a century of

anthropol ogical thought about value and exchange, in large measure to find a
way out of ongoing quandariesin current social theory, which have become
critical at the present moment of ideological collapse in the face of
Neoliberalism. Rooted in an engaged, dynamic realism, Graeber argues that
projects of cultural comparison are in a sense necessarily revolutionary projects:
He attempts to synthesize the best insights of Karl Marx and Marcel Mauss,
arguing that these figures represent two extreme, but ultimately complementary,
possibilities in the shape such a project might take. Graeber breathes new life into
the classic anthropological texts on exchange, value, and economy. He rethinks
the cases of Iroquois wampum, Pacific kula exchanges, and the Kwakiutl
potlatch within the flow of world historical processes, and recasts value as a
model of human meaning-making, which far exceeds rationalist/reductive
economist paradigms.
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Thisvolume isthe first comprehensive synthesis of economic, political, and cultural theories of value. David
Graeber reexamines a century of anthropological thought about value and exchange, in large measure to find
away out of ongoing quandariesin current social theory, which have become critical at the present moment
of ideological collapsein the face of Neoliberalism. Rooted in an engaged, dynamic realism, Graeber argues
that projects of cultural comparison are in a sense necessarily revolutionary projects: He attempts to
synthesize the best insights of Karl Marx and Marcel Mauss, arguing that these figures represent two
extreme, but ultimately complementary, possibilities in the shape such a project might take. Graeber breathes
new life into the classic anthropological texts on exchange, value, and economy. He rethinks the cases of
Iroquois wampum, Pacific kula exchanges, and the Kwakiutl potlatch within the flow of world historical
processes, and recasts value as a model of human meaning-making, which far exceeds rationalist/reductive
economist paradigms.
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Editorial Review
Review

'l have not enjoyed or been so inspired by awork in anthropological theory for quite sometime - | am
convinced that this book is extremely important to the field of anthropology and to social theory more
generally, offering alternatives to the relentlessly bleak theorizing of most post-structuralist and
postmodernist critical theory - | think this book might well become a classic.' - Thomas Abercrombie, NY U

'David Graeber is probably the most exciting young anthropologist in the field today.' - Judith Friedlander,
Dean of Social Sciences (Graduate Faculty), New School for Social Research

About the Author

DAVID GRAEBER received his doctorate from University of Chicago in 1996, based on two years of
fieldwork in Madagascar. He has written avariety of articlesfor the journal In These Times and has taught at
Haverford and Y ale. Professor Graeber is currently working on an ethnography of direct action aswell as
working with the Direct Action Network, People's Global Action, and YaBastal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Carmen Fidlds:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them isthis Toward An
Anthropological Theory of Value: The False Coin of Our Own Dreams.

Dwayne Moseley:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Toward An Anthropological Theory of Value: The False Coin of
Our Own Dreams why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.



Jacqueline Stalling:

This Toward An Anthropological Theory of Value: The False Coin of Our Own Dreams is brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Toward
An Anthropological Theory of Value: The False Coin of Our Own Dreams can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel slegpy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't missthis! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

OliviaClinard:

Y ou may get this Toward An Anthropological Theory of Value: The False Coin of Our Own Dreams by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.
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