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In the early 19th century, the American Colonization Society was formed with
the sole intent of creating a colony for free blacks and former slaves. Both blacks
and whites took passionate stands either for or against this proposal. Despite the
controversy, the first group of settlers landed on the west coast of Africa in 1822.
They faced numerous problems arising from the unfamiliar climate, hostile
encounters with the indigenous people, and the failure of other nations to
recognize their independence, but they managed to build a nation, naming it
Liberia, for liberty. Today, partly because of these difficult beginnings, Liberia is
a country plagued by unrest.

In this accessible and well-written book, award-winning author Catherine Reef
presents a significant but as of yet relatively unexplored chapter in African
American history. Her account is filled with excerpts from diaries and letters of
the settlers and richly illustrated with period photographs and prints, many of
which have never been published before. Photo gallery, endnotes, bibliography,
index.
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In the early 19th century, the American Colonization Society was formed with the sole intent of creating a
colony for free blacks and former slaves. Both blacks and whites took passionate stands either for or against
this proposal. Despite the controversy, the first group of settlers landed on the west coast of Africa in 1822.
They faced numerous problems arising from the unfamiliar climate, hostile encounters with the indigenous
people, and the failure of other nations to recognize their independence, but they managed to build a nation,
naming it Liberia, for liberty. Today, partly because of these difficult beginnings, Liberia is a country
plagued by unrest.

In this accessible and well-written book, award-winning author Catherine Reef presents a significant but as
of yet relatively unexplored chapter in African American history. Her account is filled with excerpts from
diaries and letters of the settlers and richly illustrated with period photographs and prints, many of which
have never been published before. Photo gallery, endnotes, bibliography, index.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5 Up-Reef presents this biography of the African nation from its birth in the early 19th century to the
present day with the same attention to primary sources and visual materials as she did in her biographies of
Sigmund Freud (2001) and Walt Whitman (1995, both Clarion). This account of the country's complex
history is presented chronologically, making generous use of letters, diaries, photographs, and prints. In
1816, a group of wealthy and influential whites founded what became the American Colonization Society.
The main purpose was to find a way to relocate free blacks to their own colony. The underlying motivations
and the complicated arguments of the time for and against this volatile issue are discussed in great detail,
taking care to explain not only the ignorance and prejudice that shaped the decisions, but also the hope and
promise that relocation held for many. Reef does not hold back the ugly truths in Liberia's history, including
the abhorrent treatment of people native to the region as well as recaptured slaves who were delivered to
Liberia against their will. Although the chronology is occasionally choppy, jumping between different
groups of settlers and the complicated state of affairs in America, the foundations of this seldom-explored
topic are readily understood.
Genevieve Gallagher, Orange County Public Library, VA
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gr. 7-12. This photo-essay is a grim, disturbing history of Liberia, first in 1822 when it
was an American colony for free blacks and former slaves and later as an independent nation. It's an account
of racism and betrayal in the U.S and in West Africa, with no happy ending. Reef draws on letters and
speeches to show that the whites, including Abraham Lincoln, saw the deportation of blacks as a way to
solve racial problems in the U.S. In contrast, few African American leaders supported colonization:
Frederick Douglass termed it the hateful, unchristian "twin-sister of slavery," and he called the U.S. the black
American's native land. Just as ugly is the Americo-Liberian colonists' prejudice toward the local people: the
new settlers regarded the Africans as uncivilized and inferior and denied them civil rights. Reef tells it in
clear, plain style, always showing the connections between the two homelands. The handsome, very spacious
design, marked by thick, quality paper and stirring black-and-white photos (many of them published here for
the first time), makes the hard facts accessible, and many readers, adults as well as teenagers, will want to
use the meticulous endnotes to find out more about the politics and the individuals in the portraits. A must
for history collections. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"The handsome design makes the hard facts accessible….many readers will use the meticulous endnotes. A
must for history collections." Booklist, ALA, Starred Review

"Taking care to explain the prejudice and promise that relocation held, the foundations of this seldom-
explored topic are readily understood." School Library Journal

"Reef is. . .skillful. A well-selected gallery of maps, period lithographs, and captioned photos enhance the
presentation." The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


". . . an engrossing look for . . . all ages at both a continent and a chapter of American history too often
ignored." --Ruminator Review Ruminator Review

"An unbiased, journalistic style...award-winning author...photographs...add interest...fills a void in African-
American history collections and is highly recommended." VOYA (VOICE OF YOUTH ADVOCATES)
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Wood:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication This Our Dark Country:
The American Settlers of Liberia will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suited book with you?

Wanda Mason:

This This Our Dark Country: The American Settlers of Liberia is fresh way for you who has interest to look
for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this This Our Dark Country: The American
Settlers of Liberia can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along
with knowledge.

Walter Taylor:

You can obtain this This Our Dark Country: The American Settlers of Liberia by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.



Sheila Collins:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book This Our Dark Country: The American Settlers of Liberia. You can include your knowledge by
it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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