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The Vinland Map, dated to about A.D. 1440—at least fifty years before
Columbus landed in the Americas—is a unique map of the world that shows an
outline of the northeast American coast and alegend describing its discovery in
about 1000 by Leif Eiriksson, the Norseman from Greenland. The map was
published by Yae University Pressin 1965 and generated an enormous amount
of debate. Chemical analysis of the ink later suggested the map might be a
forgery, but recent appraisals of both scientific and humanist evidence argue that
it isindeed authentic.

Now, on the thirtieth anniversary of its original publication, here is this classic of
historical cartography in anew edition. It reprints unaltered the original text on
the Vinland Map and an account of Friar John of Plano Carpini's mission to the
Mongols from 1245 to 1247, with which the map had at some stage been bound.
To this have been added a new introduction by George D. Painter, sole survivor
of the original team of editors, who discusses the verification of the map's
authenticity; a new essay by Wilcomb E. Washburn, director of the Smithsonian's
American Studies Program, on the map's provenance and the tests that have been
performed on it; and a new discussion of the map's compositional and structural
aspects by Thomas A. Cahill and Bruce H. Kusko, of the Crocker Historical and
Archaeological Projects at the University of California, Davis. Thereisalso an
account by Laurence C. Witten |1, the rare-book dealer who sold the map to the
benefactor who donated it anonymously to the Yale University Library.
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The Vinland Map, dated to about A.D. 1440—at least fifty years before Columbus landed in the
Americas—is a unique map of the world that shows an outline of the northeast American coast and a legend
describing its discovery in about 1000 by Leif Eiriksson, the Norseman from Greenland. The map was
published by Yale University Pressin 1965 and generated an enormous amount of debate. Chemical analysis
of theink later suggested the map might be aforgery, but recent appraisals of both scientific and humanist
evidence argue that it is indeed authentic.

Now, on the thirtieth anniversary of its original publication, hereisthis classic of historical cartography in a
new edition. It reprints unaltered the original text on the Vinland Map and an account of Friar John of Plano
Carpini's mission to the Mongols from 1245 to 1247, with which the map had at some stage been bound. To
this have been added a new introduction by George D. Painter, sole survivor of the original team of editors,
who discusses the verification of the map's authenticity; anew essay by Wilcomb E. Washburn, director of
the Smithsonian's American Studies Program, on the map's provenance and the tests that have been
performed on it; and a new discussion of the map's compositional and structural aspects by Thomas A. Cahill
and Bruce H. Kusko, of the Crocker Historical and Archaeological Projects at the University of California,
Davis. Thereis also an account by Laurence C. Witten |1, the rare-book dealer who sold the map to the
benefactor who donated it anonymously to the Yale University Library.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The Vinland Map, dated to about A.D. 1440 - at least fifty years before Columbus landed in the Americas -
isaunique map of the world that shows an outline of the northeast American coast and alegend describing
its discovery in about 1000 by Leif Eiriksson, the Norseman from Greenland. The map was published by
Yale University Pressin 1965 and generated an enormous amount of debate. Chemical analysis of theink
later suggested that the map might be aforgery, but recent appraisals of both scientific and humanist
evidence argue that it is indeed authentic. Now, on the thirtieth anniversary of its original publication, hereis
this classic of historical cartography in anew edition. It reprints unaltered the original text on the Vinland
Map and an account of Friar John of Plano Carpini's mission to the Mongols from 1245 to 1247 (the Tartar
Relation), with which the map had at some stage been bound. To this have been added a new introduction by
George D. Painter, sole survivor of the original team of editors, who discusses the verification of the map's
authenticity; anew essay by Wilcomb E. Washburn, director of the Smithsonian's American Studies
Program, on the map's provenance and scientific testing; and a new discussion of the map's compositional
and structural aspects by Thomas A. Cahill and Bruce H. Kusko, of the Crocker Historical and
Archaeological Projects at the University of California, Davis. There is also an account by the rare-book
dealer Laurence C. Witten |1, who died while this new edition was in preparation, of his acquisition of the
map in 1957.

About the Author

Thelate R. A. Skelton was superintendent of the Map Room of the British Museum. The late ThomasE.
M ar ston was curator of medieval and renaissance literature at the Yale University Library. George D.
Painter is assistant keeper emeritus of printed books at the British Museum and the author of Marcel
Proust: A Biography.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Clair Lemanski:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation: New Edition.

Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant
some sort of book The Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation: New Edition. Y ou can add information and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

David Creason:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Vinland Map and the
Tartar Relation: New Edition suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in thisera. The



particular book untitled The Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation: New Editionis one of several books that
will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus al of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you alot
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Clyde Okane:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation: New Edition
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you.
Theinside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jose Enriquez:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation: New Edition
or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Vinland Map and the Tartar Relation: New Edition to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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