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Stanley Booth, a member of the Rolling Stones’ inner circle, met the band just a
few months before Brian Jones drowned in a swimming pool in 1968. He lived
with them throughout their 1969 tour across the United States, staying up all
night together listening to blues, talking about music, ingesting drugs, and
consorting with groupies. His thrilling account culminates with their final concert
at Altamont Speedway—a nightmare of beating, stabbing, and killing that would
signal the end of a generation’s dreams of peace and freedom. But while this
book renders in fine detail the entire history of the Stones, paying special
attention to the tragedy of Brian Jones, it is about much more than a writer and a
rock band. It has been called—by Harold Brodkey and Robert Stone, among
others—the best book ever written about the 1960s. In Booth’s afterword, he
finally explains why it took him 15 years to write the book, relating an
astonishing story of drugs, jails, and disasters. Updated to include a foreword by
Greil Marcus, this 30th anniversary edition is for Rolling Stones fans
everywhere.
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Stanley Booth, a member of the Rolling Stones’ inner circle, met the band just a few months before Brian
Jones drowned in a swimming pool in 1968. He lived with them throughout their 1969 tour across the United
States, staying up all night together listening to blues, talking about music, ingesting drugs, and consorting
with groupies. His thrilling account culminates with their final concert at Altamont Speedway—a nightmare
of beating, stabbing, and killing that would signal the end of a generation’s dreams of peace and freedom.
But while this book renders in fine detail the entire history of the Stones, paying special attention to the
tragedy of Brian Jones, it is about much more than a writer and a rock band. It has been called—by Harold
Brodkey and Robert Stone, among others—the best book ever written about the 1960s. In Booth’s afterword,
he finally explains why it took him 15 years to write the book, relating an astonishing story of drugs, jails,
and disasters. Updated to include a foreword by Greil Marcus, this 30th anniversary edition is for Rolling
Stones fans everywhere.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A vivid account of life on the edge."  —TheWeek.com

“[Stanley Booth’s] affection for the band did not keep him from writing about the seamy underside of the
Stones’ world in the 1960s. . . . It is the only book about the Stones that I would recommend both to the
general reader and to the most devoted fan. Both will find an epiphany on almost every page.”  —Robert
Palmer, New York Times Book Review

“If you’ve never bought a book about rock and roll, no matter—this is the one you’ve been waiting for.” 
—Playboy

“Astonishing . . . part oral history and part midnight diary in a world where midnight goes on forever.” 
—Los Angeles Reader

“Shattering. . . . Booth has found his voice and momentum with a pitch and passion I’ve never seen equaled
in pop journalism. . . . His book outdistances anything the Stones have wrought since Let It Bleed.”  —Mikal
Gilmore, Los Angeles Herald Examiner

“Booth’s strong, sound prose brings to life the out-of-control process through which an age intoxicated by its
own passions found a hard-driving music to live hard by. In all the annals of the 1960s, there is nothing on
paper that so evokes those days and nights.”  —Robert Stone, Salon

“By far the best book on its subject (including Richards’s own well received effort), Booth’s book is also
easily the most convincing account of life inside the monster created by the rock revolution of the 1960s.” 
—Richard Williams, Guardian

“The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones is, simply put, one of those essential texts of music journalism.
Groundbreaking, insightful, funny and tragic, it's a piece of reporting that could never take place today.”
—The Houston Press

“Booth's prose (his other books include "Rhythm Oil" and "Keith: Till I Roll Over Dead") is writerly, funny.
Good anecdotes about bad behavior abound. But in telling the tale of the Stones, during that 1969 American
tour that sent him and them criss-crossing the country en route to the date with fate — Altamont, the giant
outdoor "free concert" where four people were killed and four were born — Booth also has a larger story to
tell.” —Record & Herald News

About the Author

Stanley Booth is the author of Keith: Till I Roll Over Dead and Rythm Oil: A Journey Through the Music of
the American South. He has written for Esquire, Playboy, and Rolling Stone. He lives in Athens, Georgia.
Greil Marcus is an author and music journalist who has worked for Creem, Rolling Stone, and the Village



Voice. He lives in Berkeley, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jena Alvarez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
called The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Cheryl Grosvenor:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Jere Bingham:

The feeling that you get from The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones may be the more deep you digging
the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this kind of The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones instantly.

James Sanchez:

Beside this The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have The True Adventures of the Rolling Stones because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!
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